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Let All Get Together in Kearney
Our CPLS Conference is fast-approaching! 

The Central Plains Library System is hosting its second full-day
Conference on April 30, 2026, at the Kearney Public Library
from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm. We have a keynote address and 3
breakout sessions in each time slot. Lunch will be a great time
to reconnect with other CPLS librarians. Participants will earn
up to 6 CEs for the day. Library Directors, Staff Members, and
Library Board Members will all find sessions that will interest
them. There will be plenty of giveaways, too! 

Registration Fee is $25.00 which includes lunch. This fee may
be paid on-site with cash or check, or by having your funding
agency mail a check to the System office.

Central Plains Library System
2727 West 2nd Street, Suite #233
Hastings, NE 68901

Here is the link to register for the CPLS Conference.

New Feature in the Newsletter
Recently, I was talking to the Three Rivers Library System’s
Director, Tammi Thiem, and she mentioned that she wanted to
highlight her libraries in her newsletter. After looking at
Facebook, she decided to take screenshots of some of the
postings. I think that is a GREAT idea. So now, our newsletter
has a new feature called Social Media Snapshots and it will
always be on page 6. The screenshots will come from both
Facebook and Instagram. This month the featured libraries are:
Logan County Library; Jensen Memorial Library; Blue Hill
Library; and Wilson Public Library. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSuQ28u_MjFs6MmAeeEYxhQPjoOiebNKke6RvfjwXGTNdJnQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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Call for Speakers

Our conference provides System librarians a unique
opportunity to unite as a professional community and
foster a sense of togetherness.

We are seeking proposals on topics relevant to all types of
libraries within our System. Our theme is Examine the
Essentials. Program topics could include library
management, grant writing, customer service, collection
maintenance, programming, reader’s advisory, marketing,
social media, or technology...all things that are essential for
librarians in small and rural libraries.

We are planning for one keynote address (60 minutes), 12 full sessions (45
minutes which includes Q and A), and 2 mini sessions (15 minutes each).

Please click here to submit your proposal by February 16, 2026. We will be in
touch about your proposal by March 16, 2026.

Golden Sower Book Sets
CPLS will be purchasing Book Sets of the Golden Sower nominees

for 2026-27 soon! Please help us order the sets that you need. 

Call or email the System Office to reserve your choice of the sets!

Click here for a list of the 2026-2027 nominees.

We’d love to have you present at the 2026 CPLS Regional Conference at the
Kearney Public Library on Thursday, April 30, 2026.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6l9ucM6QD0qXg9XQPNWRrWbCciNqObTmYl9g0aKLxkbIi8g/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ep1ZO8hpF9ndweETX-rLI6sk1_YRB8JYYLrPjs1_kdQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.wjtqx4izwbze


Class Dates Class Instructors Registration Dates

Open
Communication* (self-
paced)

Available Any Time

3/23 - 4/3 Library Technology Amanda Sweet 2/2 - 3/6

4/1 - 4/30
Introduction to Cataloging
(Organization of Materials)* Self-paced 2/16 - 3/20

4/13 - 4/24 Library Finance Holli Duggan 3/2 - 4/3

5/4 - 5/15
Intellectual Freedom / Core
Values*

Holli Duggan 3/23 - 4/24
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NCompass LIVE PRESENTATIONS

NCompass Live is the Nebraska Library Commission's weekly webinar series,
covering a variety of library activities and topics. The show is free and open to
anyone to watch.  These one-hour sessions are hosted by Christa Porter, the NLC's
Library Development Director, and include a mixture of presentations, interviews,
book reviews, Web tours, mini training sessions, and Q & A sessions presented by
NLC staff and guest speakers. Attendees ask questions and participate in the show
via VoIP, using their own microphone, or in the live text chat.

Every Wednesday 10am - 11am (CST)
To view past presentations, CLICK HERE.

NCompass Live: Homesteading at Your Library                               Feb 4                     Register
NCompass Live: Empowering Families Through Literacy:
Tools and Strategies from Nebraska’s Statewide Initiative      Feb 11                  Register
NCompass Live: Communicating Your Library’s Value and 
Getting your Board “On Board” to Help!                                              Feb 18                  Register
NCompass Live: Pretty Sweet Tech                                                         Feb 25                  Register

BASIC SKILLS CLASSES

Click here for the Nebraska Library Commission’s webpage for the
2026 Basic Skills Schedule and to register for any of the classes.

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=24757
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=24758
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=24758
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=24760
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=24760
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=24760
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Christa%20Porter
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/NCompassLive/NCArchivelist.asp
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgID=26018
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventreg.asp?ProgID=26018
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgID=26028
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgID=26028
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventreg.asp?ProgID=26028
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgID=26033
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgID=26033
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgID=26033
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventreg.asp?ProgID=26033
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgID=26029
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventreg.asp?ProgID=26029
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx


Book Club Spotlight At NLC
Contributed by Mackenzie Marrow

Read About Pioneer Folklore on BARD!
Contributed by Miranda Shreves

“A Treasury of Nebraska Pioneer Folklore” compiled by Roger Welsch is now

available on cartridge and for download on BARD, the Braille and Audio Reading

Download service.

This collection of Nebraska pioneer folklore is taken largely from the Nebraska

Folklore Pamphlets issued by the Federal Writers’ Project in the 1930s. Contents

include songs of trail and prairie and of the Farmers’ Alliance, white man’s yarns

and Indian tales, pioneer Nebraska folk customs, sayings, proverbs, beliefs,

children’s games, cooking, and cures.

Backstage by Ron Hull
Public Television pioneer Ron Hull may have been born in South
Dakota, but he was a Nebraska man through and through. A state, in his
words, that cultivates fiercely independent, creative people who value
honesty and hard work.

Without the late Ron Hull, public television as we know it wouldn’t exist. Before he had become a
television legend, Ron was an army grunt stuck in Fort Sill, Oklahoma after being drafted near the
end of the Korean War. But it was there that the wayward drama major got his big break- with no
experience in film or television, he was assigned to produce a weekly show for the base. Ron, with a
ragtag group and a small sound stage brought his first live TV program to life, having to learn the
basics on the fly. After the success of ‘Front and Center‘, Ron’s passion for public and educational
television was ignited. He joined the budding public television team in Lincoln, Nebraska, helped
establish a unified television network in war-torn Korea using airplane transmitters, taught in Taiwan,
became an influential member of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and so much more.

Hull’s autobiography is full of incredible tidbits of his amazing life and his excellent, personable
storytelling shines. Book Club Groups interested famous Nebraskans, exploring the early days of
television in America, or those who enjoy memoirs full of memorable characters and stories will have
much to discuss and share when reading Backstage. With the future of public broadcasting in the
balance, Backstage exists as an important historical document of its beginnings and cultural value.
To aid in your group’s discussion, I have compiled a list of helpful Discussion Questions.

If you’re interested in requesting Backstage for your book club, you can find the Request Form here.
There are 6 copies. (A librarian must request items)

Hull, Ron. Backstage: Stories from My Life in Public Television. Bison Books. 2012.

To read Mackenzie’s complete review, click here.

TBBS borrowers can request “A Treasury of Nebraska Pioneer Folklore” DBC02031 or download it
from the National Library Service BARD (Braille and Audio Reading Download) website. You may also
contact your reader’s advisor to have the book mailed to you on cartridge.

https://search.nlscatalog.loc.gov/instances/1f24eac9-69de-5ac4-899b-b3f892d7b852?option=keyword&query=A+Treasury+of+Nebraska+Pioneer+Folklore
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/discussionquestions/backstage.pdf
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/form2.asp?title=Backstage:%20Stories%20from%20My%20Life%20in%20Public%20Television&author=%20Ron%20Hull&copies=6&copiesCD=&copiesCass=&ID=2522&copiesLP=&copiesDVD=
https://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2026/01/13/book-club-spotlight-backstage/
https://search.nlscatalog.loc.gov/instances/1f24eac9-69de-5ac4-899b-b3f892d7b852?option=keyword&query=A+Treasury+of+Nebraska+Pioneer+Folklore
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The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali (10 copies)
In 1950s Tehran, seven-year-old Ellie lives in grand comfort until the untimely death of her
father, forcing Ellie and her mother to move to a tiny home downtown. Lonely and bearing the
brunt of her mother’s endless grievances, Ellie dreams for a friend to alleviate her isolation. 
Luckily, on the first day of school, she meets Homa, a kind girl with a brave and irrepressible
spirit. Together, the two girls play games, learn to cook in the stone kitchen of Homa’s warm
home, wander through the colorful stalls of the Grand Bazaar, and share their ambitions of
becoming “lion women.”

The Day the World Came to Town by Jim DeFede (10 copies)
When 38 jetliners bound for the United States were forced to land at Gander International
Airport in Canada by the closing of U.S. airspace on September 11, the population of this small
town on Newfoundland Island swelled from 10,300 to nearly 17,000. The citizens of Gander met
the stranded passengers with an overwhelming display of friendship and goodwill. 

Grandma Gatewood’s Walk by Ben Montgomery (10 copies)
Emma Gatewood told her family she was going on a walk and left her small Ohio hometown
with a change of clothes and less than two hundred dollars. The next anybody heard from her,
this genteel, farm-reared, sixty-seven-year-old great-grandmother had walked 800 miles along
the 2,050-mile Appalachian Trail. By September 1955 she stood atop Maine’s Mount Katahdin,
sang “America, the Beautiful,” and proclaimed, “I said I’ll do it, and I’ve done it.”

The Women on Platform Two by Laura Anthony (10 copies)
Dublin, 1969: Maura has just married Dr. Christy Davenport and they look forward to growing
their family. But as her husband’s vicious temper emerges, Maura worries that her home might
never be safe for a child. Meanwhile, her close friend Bernie, a mother of three, learns the
devastating news that another pregnancy could prove fatal.
Dublin, 2023: A close call makes Saoirse realize that she may never want to be a mother. Little
does she know that only a few decades ago, a group of women made this option possible for
her. And she’s about to meet one of them…

Dogtown by Katherine Applegate and Gennifer Choldenko (10 copies) (Grades 4-6)
Dogtown is a shelter for stray dogs, misbehaving dogs, and discarded robot dogs, whose
owners have outgrown them. Chance, a real dog, has been in Dogtown since her owners
unwittingly left her with irresponsible dog-sitters who skipped town. Metal Head is a robot dog
who dreams of being back in a real home. And Mouse is a mouse who has the run of Dogtown,
pilfering kibble, and performing clever feats to protect the dogs he loves. When Chance and
Metal Head embark on an adventure to find their forever homes, there is danger, cheese
sandwiches, a charging station, and some unexpected kindnesses along the way.

Nothing Else But Miracles by Kate Albus (10 copies) (Grades 4-7)
When 12-year-old Dory Byrne’s pop left New York City’s Lower East Side to fight Hitler, he
promised her and her brothers that they’d be safe. Like he always said, “the neighborhood will
give you what you need.” There’s the lady from the bakery, who saves them leftover crullers.
The kind landlord who checks in on them. And every Thursday night, the Byrnes enjoy a free
bowl of seafood stew at Mr. Caputo’s restaurant. . . which is where Dory learns about the
abandoned hand-pulled elevator that is the only way to get to Caputo’s upper floors.

 New Book Club Kits At CPLS
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Social Media
Snap

Shots

Jensen Memorial Library,
Minden

Logan County Library, Stapleton

Blue Hill Public Library

Wilson Public Library, Cozad
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The Nebraska Regional Library Systems and the Nebraska Library Commission have teamed up to
provide access to Reader Zone. This web-based software lets you create paperless reading logs. Your
students and patrons can report their progress through the Reader Zone app or via the Reader Zone
website. You will be able to see statistics and reports without having to compile them yourself. This
program is free for your library. If you are not familiar with Reader Zone, click on this link.

You will be able to create multiple "groups" to best serve your community's needs. For example - you
might create a group for young readers that has the goal based on the number of books read per
week, one for teens based on number of minutes spent reading per month, and then one for adults
that has per-page milestones.

This system is available to public, school, and academic libraries year-round for reading programs
for all ages. Click here to sign up now!

Contact denise.cpls@gmail.com if you have any questions.

This activity is supported in part with funding from the State of Nebraska and from the Institute of Museum and Library

Services under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act as administered by the Nebraska Library

Commission.

Don’t Forget About... 

Dollar General Literacy Foundation 2026 Grants Application Cycle is Open
The Dollar General Literacy Foundation is currently accepting grant applications for programs aimed at
enhancing Adult, Family, and Summer Reading Literacy programs. The Foundation will also accept
applications for its Youth Literacy grant program starting on March 5, 2026.

The application deadline for Adult, Family, and Summer Reading Literacy Grant applications is February 5,
2026. Interested applicants may find eligibility information and apply by visiting the Dollar General Literacy
Foundation Grant Programs website.

To be eligible for a grant from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation, your organization must be a nonprofit
organization as determined by the IRS, a public library, school or college providing direct literacy services
within a state that Dollar General Corporation operates in and is within 15 miles of a Dollar General store.
Other eligibility requirements are specific to each grant type and can be found within the grants themselves.

For the Adult and Family literacy grant programs, the maximum grant amount is up to $10,000. The Summer
Reading maximum is $3,000 and the Youth Literacy grant is $4,000. Applying for a grant does not guarantee
that amount due to the large volume of requests we receive.

https://www.readerzone.com/faqs
https://forms.gle/7ucfo1UyEu3iJzb68
mailto:denise.cpls@gmail.com
https://www.dgliteracy.org/grant-programs/


Humanities Nebraska has many fine speakers. Browse the Speakers Bureau
Catalog: https://humanitiesnebraska.org/catalog/. 

Here are a few suggestions: 

Buffalo Bill’s Nebraska by Jeff Barnes
Excess Baggage: Riding the Orphan Train by Charlotte Endorf
Ho for America! Northern European Immigrants to the Midwest by Jeff Kappeler 
Meet Buffalo Bill by Terry Lane 
Music of the Plains by David Marsh 
Nebraska Territory Stories by David Seay 
Overland Trails: The Children on the Trail by Renae Hunt 

    

The Central Plains Library System will provide the administrative fee for each
library in our System that books a Humanities Nebraska program this year. That
means you can have a terrific live performance any time, without cost for your
library.
 

     1.  First, contact the performer. 
     2. After your program details are finalized, fill out the form on the Humanities Nebraska 
         website: https://humanitiesnebraska.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Catagory-I-new.pdf,
         print it out and mail it to the address on the bottom of page 2. 
     3. When completing the form, include the following on the bottom of the first page: “Please bill
         to CPLS.” 
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CPLS Will Provide A Speaker for Your Library
Would you like to have a live performance at your library?

https://humanitiesnebraska.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Catagory-I-new.pdf
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 Audiobook Collection
CPLS owns over 1,000 circulating audiobook titles. System member
libraries may borrow audiobooks (CD and MP3 formats) for a loan

period of 90 days. 
Here are some new additions:

The Women on Platform Two by Laura Anthony
The Girls with No Names by Serena Burdick

An Amateur Sleuth’s Guide to Murder by Lynn Cahoon
The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander Newfoundland by Jim DeFede

The Wilderness by Angela Flournoy
The Widow by John Grisham

The Killer Question by Janice Hallett
The Stolen Life of Colette Marceau by Kristin Harmel

The Night Before by Lisa Jackson
The River is Waiting by Wally Lamb

How to Break My Heart by Kat T. Masen
The Best Worst Thing by Lauren Okie
The Place of Tides by James Rebanks

The Seven Rings by Nora Roberts
The Magician of Tiger Castle by Louis Sachar
The Oysterville Sewing Circle by Susan Wiggs

Wayward Girls by Susan Wiggs

How an Ordinary Boy Became a Hero shares the heartfelt story of Kyle Codner, a
young boy raised on a farm in central Nebraska. Told through the eyes of his
mother, this touching narrative recounts his ordinary yet cherished childhood
moments before he joined the United States Marines. At just 19 years old, Kyle’s
life was tragically cut short in Iraq on May 26, 2004, when he was killed by a
roadside bomb. This tribute captures the essence of love, loss, and the
extraordinary heroism found in an ordinary life, honoring the memory of a son,
friend, and hero who will never be forgotten.

Book by Central Nebraska Librarian

Dixie Codner served as Librarian at both the Shelton Public Library and the Grand Island
Campus of Central Community College. After retirement she wrote How an Ordinary
Boy Became a Hero. Dixie has done writers’ workshops for children and enjoyed
speaking to a group of Veterans about her book. To make arrangements for Dixie to
speak in your library, you can reach her at 308-380-8868 or dcod1954@yahoo.com.



You may be looking forward to attending a training opportunity that will come up in 2026. The
System can help! We have money available for you!

CPLS can award up to $200 per event in Nebraska and $300 for out-of-state events. These funds
are available to help cover expenses such as registration, mileage, meals, etc. Only one
scholarship per person per fiscal year (July - June). Each Library Agency shall be limited to two
scholarships per year. 

Name________________________________________
Library _______________________________________
Event________________________________________
Date of event__________________________________
Scholarship requested for _____________________________________ (meal, room, etc.)
Amount requested________________
Who should the check be made out to ______________________________________________
Other information _______________________________________________________________
Send your request to:   Central Plains Library System

           2727 W. 2nd Street #233 
           Hastings, NE   68901
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CPLS Has Scholarship
Money Available!

CPLS Has Scholarship
Money Available!

   Disc Cleaning and Repair

The CPLS Office has the ECO AUTO-SMART Fully Automatic Disc Repair System. 

It is not just a buffer, but a full-service machine, to both clean and repair your 
valuable discs. Save those discs that won’t play! As long as they are not 
cracked, we can fix them.

From July 1, 2025, thru June 30, 2026, each CPLS member 
library has unlimited free disc cleanings available to them.



System Services
Spotlight

11

Deb's Preschool Projects 
These craft projects feature shapes made by the System’s die cutting
equipment. Our intent is to save our CPLS librarians valuable time
each month. Place your order for the craft materials before the
posted deadline by emailing Deb at cplsasst@gmail.com. There is no
charge for this service. 

The Preschool Projects are provided for the months of September
through May. Please place your order individually for each month
prior to the deadline.

Suggested Books:

This happy Spring scene is a “supply your own
background” project. We suggest sheets of cardstock
or paper plates. For each kit you request, you will
receive die cut grass, a bunny, 2 butterflies, and a
smiling sun. Then you could supply cotton balls for
clouds, pom poms for the bunny’s tail, and markers
to draw butterfly details. 

The deadline for this project is Friday, February 20 .  th

Be sure to include your complete mailing address.

Spring is Here: A Bear and
Mole Story, 

by Will Hillenbrand
2-5 years

Little Blue Truck’s
Springtime, 

by Alice Schertle
1-3 years

All About Spring,
by Wander Will

2-6 years

The Very Hungry
Caterpillar’s First Spring,

by Eric Carle
0-3 years 

mailto:cplsasst@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Spring-Here-Bear-Mole-Story/dp/0823424316/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3Q08E60CXIYXE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8G4l6mRKpIQFW1dESQ6v6z2M7-evxqE5cmYgIbu7YOw9nk8iSkFWKN-Wnt5KAGiQ4X8LF78Pnr0IG1sLCd5sbDnuf0KA9F1lKAr0IpF4rIWN35A_6AcHFw72tbl2KR0Uh97spabejzE7sdjozp5tyIuoi915RHT0hy7wAjSY448.w50NcKR01i2qM57whOtkPPEWcdU6uh7jb0qqUbpT2NA&dib_tag=se&keywords=spring+is+here+a+bear+and+mole+story&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1769291497&sprefix=spring+is+here+a+bear+and+%2Caps%2C335&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Spring-Here-Bear-Mole-Story/dp/0823424316/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3Q08E60CXIYXE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8G4l6mRKpIQFW1dESQ6v6z2M7-evxqE5cmYgIbu7YOw9nk8iSkFWKN-Wnt5KAGiQ4X8LF78Pnr0IG1sLCd5sbDnuf0KA9F1lKAr0IpF4rIWN35A_6AcHFw72tbl2KR0Uh97spabejzE7sdjozp5tyIuoi915RHT0hy7wAjSY448.w50NcKR01i2qM57whOtkPPEWcdU6uh7jb0qqUbpT2NA&dib_tag=se&keywords=spring+is+here+a+bear+and+mole+story&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1769291497&sprefix=spring+is+here+a+bear+and+%2Caps%2C335&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Trucks-Springtime-Alice-Schertle/dp/0544938097/ref=sr_1_1?crid=XIV18V4B6ZTL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TEk1Z95n2FFbRoYt2RXeFdGXfUGiyjv-Ou8b9m4YTDK5qBrwF-_8138RkCGdgusSei6IZaB8QZ-2l2GsHnf9Fec4bccewpv6Y50IYB_2R1O8zJEYKa7vOkuMtbWsBLlHVrQshomuKGZALWg_ovVw0HWvOrDQ40GtTiB0mwijqS4KQMh7XIRb7bWav_DFPN9kBnnki6Vo3jrdFewIrKxXXv89fI7PmDViAdPHn3eHvKU.pz1zxGl_yYwZIA-b_J-05Ogc6axER9Gj4COxOpCPhGE&dib_tag=se&keywords=little+blue+truck%27s+springtime&qid=1769291885&sprefix=little+blue+truck%27s+spri%2Caps%2C190&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Trucks-Springtime-Alice-Schertle/dp/0544938097/ref=sr_1_1?crid=XIV18V4B6ZTL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TEk1Z95n2FFbRoYt2RXeFdGXfUGiyjv-Ou8b9m4YTDK5qBrwF-_8138RkCGdgusSei6IZaB8QZ-2l2GsHnf9Fec4bccewpv6Y50IYB_2R1O8zJEYKa7vOkuMtbWsBLlHVrQshomuKGZALWg_ovVw0HWvOrDQ40GtTiB0mwijqS4KQMh7XIRb7bWav_DFPN9kBnnki6Vo3jrdFewIrKxXXv89fI7PmDViAdPHn3eHvKU.pz1zxGl_yYwZIA-b_J-05Ogc6axER9Gj4COxOpCPhGE&dib_tag=se&keywords=little+blue+truck%27s+springtime&qid=1769291885&sprefix=little+blue+truck%27s+spri%2Caps%2C190&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/All-About-Spring-Toddlers-Exploring/dp/B0DTP715PQ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3TFRP83HBKPJ2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0j07T6zTANYhlA46s9zwqWzsO0IviLpueyDpiycXJp39u-p-IwtDFNE_nHCOD0fC4wg_3vlHxq2yi8K5CFWHz5-pWMrFjBe_ecFFbe-4JjBiSYm38oZi14XltERqFLBSQBL6xIGp0pH8ZkC2V48-PqYaDI0XNoHRfh2g0vZ2ZaxrWwq3RBiNNTnxP2cZcQTBiS0WfgpYLFq5L_9S9gsZbeWzb0eZBUSyB_E5woMTZpQ.natN2Xz8C2sPT_EHfehpkQOT6U8nK02IGjFFciGtBjM&dib_tag=se&keywords=all+about+spring&qid=1769292244&sprefix=all+about+spring%2Caps%2C181&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hungry-Caterpillars-First-Spring-World/dp/0593384725/ref=sr_1_2?crid=6K95MVH7L4OZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0VrPPwN-yccy4byNnGCzIw6sQUH9XkiVzEMQV7iiiCRvqNWDNPcSeRmzI633krLWCCJXLnmsTIgArOX8VDoP9q3FVqPZqIEX8WiE-fcAwbKsfGLDAiIc5P-Pc6KppqWMTtV0OWUa7aMb55cPorrVlo2LnaXJPDVHoRg9tnMLInjbLCQqbvSx5-eUb5lp5Rw7B4WqvHNVAdMe2HxmLwE_ICTbQK8f7BBsdO8R8dWsVto.zdqC2WwB7vsLL_43V4_ljaaWWg6IGFU2edkauHGcmDs&dib_tag=se&keywords=very+hungry+caterpillar%27s+first+spring&qid=1769292499&sprefix=very+hungry+caterpillar%27s+first+sprin%2Caps%2C157&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Hungry-Caterpillars-First-Spring-World/dp/0593384725/ref=sr_1_2?crid=6K95MVH7L4OZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0VrPPwN-yccy4byNnGCzIw6sQUH9XkiVzEMQV7iiiCRvqNWDNPcSeRmzI633krLWCCJXLnmsTIgArOX8VDoP9q3FVqPZqIEX8WiE-fcAwbKsfGLDAiIc5P-Pc6KppqWMTtV0OWUa7aMb55cPorrVlo2LnaXJPDVHoRg9tnMLInjbLCQqbvSx5-eUb5lp5Rw7B4WqvHNVAdMe2HxmLwE_ICTbQK8f7BBsdO8R8dWsVto.zdqC2WwB7vsLL_43V4_ljaaWWg6IGFU2edkauHGcmDs&dib_tag=se&keywords=very+hungry+caterpillar%27s+first+spring&qid=1769292499&sprefix=very+hungry+caterpillar%27s+first+sprin%2Caps%2C157&sr=8-2


 

Central Plains Library System is placing a group order for Baxter Bison and Ember
Eagle to commemorate America’s 250  Birthday. Originally priced at $19.99 per

kit, CPLS members will receive a discount. The System will pay for all
transportation costs, from the warehouse to the System office and then out to the
individual libraries. The discounted price is $14 per kit. As a special bonus, CPLS

will pay $2 of the cost for each item (up to the first 50) ordered by every library.

th

Place your order by emailing how many of each animal you
want to Denise at denise.cpls@gmail.com by May 15, 2026.

mailto:denise.cpls@gmail.com
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Click here for the 
2026 Die Cut 

Order Form

https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
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Click here for the 
2026 Die Cut 

Order Form

https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
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Click here for the 
2026 Die Cut 

Order Form

https://nlc.nebraska.gov/libraries/maker/index.2025.Conference.aspx
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
https://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2026/01/2026-Die-Cut-Order-Form.pdf
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CPLS Office:
Office:

2727 W. 2nd St, Suite 233

Hastings, NE  68901

(800) 569-4961

Denise Harders

Cell:  (402) 705-1409

Email: denise.cpls@gmail.com

Deb Fairbanks

Phone: (402) 462-1975

Email: cplsasst@gmail.com

Nicole Ruzicka

Email: cpls.nicole@gmail.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
February 4                Summer Reading Program Workshop, Grand Island Public Library, 10 - 3:30
February 16             Presidents’ Day Holiday, CPLS Office Closed
February 20             Deadline to request Deb’s March Preschool Project
February 27             Big Talk from Small Libraries, Online Conference
March 14                   National Genealogy Day Conference, CCC-Columbus, 9:30 - 4
March 16                   Nebraska Library Association Advocacy Day, Lincoln
March 20                   Deadline to request Deb’s April Preschool Project
April 16                       CPLS Board Meeting, Location TBD
April 30                       CPLS One-Day Conference, Examine the Essentials, Kearney Public Library, 10 - 5 
                                         Deadline for ordering Folkmanis Puppets
May 1                           Deadline for ordering Summer Reading Program Die Cuts
May 15                        Deadline for ordering Noah’s Ark Bison and/or Eagle

 

We are doing a group purchase of Folkmanis puppets https://www.folkmanis.com/
again this year. If you are interested in getting any of these amazing puppets to include
in your story time or programming related to this summer’s theme, Unearth a Story, now
is the time to order them so you get the best discount.

Puppets will be ½ of the price
listed on the website. The
company does require 15% of the
final cost as a handling fee on all
orders. Central Plains Library
System will cover the cost of
getting the puppets to you and
will send an invoice with the
puppets. 

Puppet Orders are due APRIL 30, 2026 
Please email your orders to: cpls.nicole@gmail.com

Puppets!!!

Having fun isn’t hard

When you’ve got a

library card.

~Marc Brown

https://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/bigtalk/
https://www.cccneb.edu/educational-opportunities/community-class-search/special-programming/3-14-co-national-genealogy-day-a-day-of-family-history-discovery/
https://www.folkmanis.com/
mailto:cpls.nicole@gmail.com

