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when children read more. thev read better.

PBNRosn's [upt.nuENTATIoN oF THE CCBA Pnocnlu
Penrose Elementary School enjoys wonderful

support for the program and has experienced great
success with it. The Penrose PTA has supported the
program for three years by supplying the funds to
purchase the nominated books in multiple copies. Three
copies of the junior novels and five copies of the pictures
books are purchased each year, with copies added
throughout the year as the need demands. The Library
Technology Educator goes to each classroom in the fall
t o  exp la in  the  p rogram and  book ta lk  each  t i t l e
appropriate to that class. A huge bulletin board with all
the nominated books' jackets is prominently displayed,
and bookmarks are made and passed out to every
student. A website is set up so parents can access the
program's goals and nomination list.7 Administrators and
staff are encouraged to read the books to the students
and many use creative and exciting activities to promote
them. One third grade teacher tied in the math standard
on graphing by taking a vote on each book read in class.
then graphing the results in different ways for each.
Principal George Marin read Julie Dannenberg's Fir.st
Day Jitterss in an August inservice to teachers, who
quickly snatched up the five copies to read to their classes
on the first day of school. Because of the quality of
books on the list and the support and encouragement by
the  PTA and  the  s ta f f ,  Penrose  en joyed  927c
participation in student voting in 2001,887o in 2002, and
907o in 2003. Many students read at least half of the
titles on the list, with severalreading all twenty. Students
go on to read other books by the same authors of the
nominated books. as well as other books in the same
genres. In addition, a by-product of the program is that
teachers keep updated on new children's literature. The
popularity of the nominated books doesn't end with the
voting, either. Right after the classroom, building, and
teacher choices are announced, there is a surge in
reserves for those books, then again after the state
winners are announced. Circulation of these books
remains high for years after their appearance on the
nomination list.

CoNcruslox
By using student choice reading programs such as

the Colorado Children's BookAward, it is hoped Penrose
Elementary School will continue to improve reading
achievement, empower student choice, and most
importantly, build lifelong readers. These are worthy
goals for any educational institution-goals worth shouting
about!
NorBs:

rCo lo rado  Counc i l  o f  the  In te rna t iona l  Read ing
Associatron. Colorado Children's Book Aw'ard.
<http ://www.ccira. org/ccba.htm l>.

rlouise M. Rosenblatt. The Reader the Text, the Poem:
The Transac'tional Theon rf the Literary Work
(Carbondale, IL: Southern Ill inois University Press,
t994).

rMarjorie Hancock.A Celebrution rf Literature and
Response (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall,
2000).

aJulie Cummins. "Kids, Parades, and Books." School
Libran Journal, May 2001 . 9 .

sKarin Chenoweth, "Keeping Scclre." School Library"
Journal, September 2001, 48-51.

6Pamela Farris and Marjorie Hancock. "The Role of
Literature in Reading Achievement." Clearing
House.  November/December 1991,  I  l4-118.

TSheryl Crow. Colorado Springs School District Eleven.
CCBA Progrctm. March 4, 2003.<http./ /www.
c s sd I I . k I 2.co.us/penros el ccba- program.htm>.

EJulie Dannenberg. First Dav Jitters (Watertown, MA:
Whispering Coyote/Charlesbridge, 2000).

Anurroxnr. RBaotxc;s:
Brown, David. Children's Book Avt'ords. <http:ll

w  ww.  uc  a l  ga ry .  c  a l  -dkbrow n l  awards .  h tm l  >
Accessed June 19.2003.

Ley, Elaine, Connie Mitchell, and Roger Wachtel. "Who
or What is Eliot Rosewater, and Why Should You
Care?" Indiana Media Jottrnul, September 1996,
3 -7 .

Smith, Cynthia. Av'ards.for Children's and YA Books
bv State (and l ' , lc t t ional ) .<ht tp: / /www.
c y n t h i a l e i t i c h s m i t h . c o m / n e w r e a d i n g d . h t m >
Accessed June 19.  2003.

t6 Colorado Libraries Sprrltg 2004
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Colorado Children's

l9l6 - Peet, B1ll. How' Droofus the Dragon Lost his
Head. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1915.

1971 - Peck, Richard. A Day No Pigs Would Die.
New York: Random House, 1912.

1918 - Balian, Lorna. The Sweet Tbuch. Watertown,
Wis.: Humbug Books, 1916.

1979 - Flora, James. The Great Green Turkey Creek
Monster. New York: Margaret K. McElderry,1976.

1980 - Barrett, Judith . Cloud-,- with a Chance of
Meatballs. New York: Atheneum, 1978.

1981 - Calhoun, Mary. Cross- country Cal. New York:
William Morrow, 1919.

1982 - Blume, Judy. Superfudge. New York: Dutton,
1980.

1983 - Marshall, Edward. Space Case. New York: Dia,
I 980.

1984 - Mayer, Marianna . The Unicorn and the Lake.
NewYork: Dial,  1983.

1985 - Allard, Harry. Miss Nelson is Back. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1982.

1986 - Schwartz, Alvin. In a Dark, Dark Room and
Other Scary Stories. New York: HarperCollins,
1984.

1987 - Wood, Audrey. King Bidgood's in the Bathtub.
San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1985.

1988 - Numeroff,  Laura. IJ 'You Give a Mouse a
Cookie. New York: HarperCollins, 1985.

1989 - Cole, Joanna. The Magic School Bus at the
Waterw,rtrks. New York: Scholastic, 1986.

1990 - Lester, Helen. Tackv- the Pengain. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1988.

1991 -  San Souci ,  Rober t .  The Talk ing Eggs:  A
Folktale from the Americ'an Sourlr. New York:
Dial,  1989.

1992 - Picture Book: Kimmel, Eric. Hershel and the
Hanukkah Goblins. New York: Holiday House,
1989 .
- Chapter book: Sachar, Louis. Wayside School

is Falling Down. United States: Lothrop, 1989.
1993 - Picture Book: Robertus, Polly. The Dog who

had Kittens. New York: Holiday House, l99l.
- Chapter Book: Schwartz, Alvin. Scary Stories

3: More Tales to Chill your Bones. New York:
HarpeCollins, 1991.

1994- Picture Book: Scieszka, Jon. Stinky Cheese Man
& Other Fairly Stupid Tales. New York: Viking.
t993.
- Chapter book: Gurney, James. Dinotopia: A
Land Apart from Time. New York: HarperCollins,
t992.

Book Award Winners

1995 - Picture Book: Stevens, Janet. Co v-ote Steals
the Blanket: A Ute Tale. New York: Holiday House,
1993.
- Chapter Book: Coville, Bruce. Jeremv Thatcher
Dragon H(ttcher. New York: Harcourt Brace,
1991.

1996 - Picture Book: Brown. Marc. Arthur's Chicken
Pox. New York: Little Brown, 1994.

- Chapter Book: Robinson, Barbara. The Worst
Best School Year Ever. New York: HarperCollins,
1994.

1991 - Picture Book: Palatini, Margie. Piggie Pie!
Boston: Clarion, 1995.

- Chapter Book: Sachar, Louis. Wayside School
Gets a Little Stranger. New York: William Morrow,
1995.

1998 - Picture Book: Schnetzler, Patt i .  Ten Lit t le
Dinosaurs. Denver: Accord Publishing, 1996.

- Chapter Book: Naylor, Phyllis. Shiloh Season.
New York: Atheneum, 1996.

1999 - Picture Book: Arnold, Ted. Parfs. New York:
Dial, 1991 .

- Chapter Book: Pilkey, Dav. Adventures of
Captain Underpants: An Epic Novel. New York:
Scholastic, l99l .

2000 - Picture Book: Parks, Barbara. Psst! It 's Me the
Bogeyman. New York: Atheneum, 1998.

- Chapter Book: Naylor, Phyllis. Saving Shiloh.
New York: Atheneum.1997 .

2001 - Picture Book: Lester, Helen. Hoowat- for
Wodney War. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1999.
- Chapter Book: Howe, James. Bunnicula Strikes
Again! New York: Atheneum , 1999.

2002 - Picture Book: Shannon, David. David Goes to
School. New York: Blue Sky Press, 1999.

- Chapter Book: Harness, Cheryl. Ghosts of the
Whi te  House .New York :  S imon &  S  chu  s te r ,
1998.

2003 - Picture Book: Scieszka, Jon. Baloney, Henry
P. New York: Viking, 2001 .

Chapter Book: Snicket, Lemony. The Bad
Beginning. New York: HarperCollins, 1999.

(CCIRA, 2OO3)

C A L

Sheryl R. Crow is the Library Technology Educstor at the

Penrose Elementary School in Colorado Springs.
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