
The systems are funded primarily 
through state appropriations and 
the federal Library Services &           
Technology Act, administered by the 
Nebraska Library Commission.  
Libraries, media centers and other 
information-providers in Nebraska 
belong to the system serving their 
geographic region. Membership is 
voluntary, and there is no charge for 
participation. 

    
Each system is a non-profit  

corporation governed by a local sys-
tem board, with programs managed 
and monitored by an administrator. 
Board members are nominated and 
elected by members of the system, 
and are broadly representative of 
public libraries, school libraries and 
media centers, academic libraries, 
special libraries, and users of such 
libraries. 

 
The focus of activities is library de-

velopment, with the ultimate goal 
the improvement of library services 
to the citizens of Nebraska. The  
systems envision a world where  
libraries and individuals have direct 
and equal access to the diverse  
resources needed for education, 
work, and leisure. 

Nebraska Regional Library Systems have been 
privileged to host the Nebraska Library 
Leadership Institute, in its 6th year as of 2011, at 
St. Benedicts Center in Schuyler.  There have 
been 166 graduates of the program from public, 
academic, school and special libraries.  The 
success of the Institute’s graduates in providing 
vision and front-line efforts to the library 
profession can be seen in multi-type library 
settings and communities of all sizes across the 
state. We’ve witnessed tremendous differences 
that go beyond benefiting just the library to the 
community as a whole.  In addition to the 
support of NRLS, the Institute has received 
financial support from Nebraska Library 
Commission, University of Nebraska Lincoln 
Libraries, and Nebraska Library Association. 
 
The following Vision for Nebraska Librarians was 
created by the participants of the Nebraska 
Library Leadership Institute, July 10-14, 2011. 

NLLI graduates: 
 Strive for personal and professional growth, 

 Expand the library beyond its walls by 
collaborating with community organizations, 

 Transform individuals into informed, active 
citizens by providing essential tools and 
relevant information, 

 Shape and ensure a sustainable, innovative 
future for our libraries, our communities, 
and our world.  

NLLI graduates strive for personal and 
professional growth, expand the library beyond 
its walls by collaborating with community 
organizations, transform individuals into 
informed, active citizens by providing essential 
tools and relevant information, and shape and 
ensure a sustainable, innovative future for our 
libraries, our communities, and our world. 

Updated  8-11 

 

 



Panhandle Library System 
http://libraries.ne.gov/pls 
1517 Broadway, #129 
Scottsbluff NE  69361-3184 
Phone:  888-879-5303 
Fax:  308-632-3978 
Coordinator: Terri Raburn  
Email:  terri.raburn@nebraska.gov  
Assistant:  Debbie McCall 
Email:   dmccall@panhandlelibsys.org  
 
Republican Valley Library System 
http://libraries.ne.gov/rvls 
2727 West Second, Suite 233 
Hastings NE  68901-4684 
Phone: 800-569-4961 
Fax: 402-462-1974   
Administrator:  Denise Harders 
Email:  rvlsadmin@inebraska.com 
Assistant: Kay Kloppenborg 
Email:  rvlsasst@inebraska.com 
 
Southeast Library System 
www.selsne.org 
5730 R Street, Suite C-1 
Lincoln NE  68505-2309 
Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  402-467-6196 
Administrator:  Brenda Ealey 
Email:  bsealey@windstream.net 
Assistant:  Jennifer Barnason 
Email:  jlbarnason@windstream.net 

Eastern Library System 
www.elsne.org 
11929 Elm Street, Suite 18 
Omaha NE  68144-4364 
Phone:  800-627-7884 
Fax:  402-330-1859 
Director:  Kathy Tooker 
Email:  ktooker@windstream.net 
Assistant: Nancy Meyer 
Email:  nrmeyer@windstream.net 
 
Meridian Library System 
http://libraries.ne.gov/mls/  
816 E 25th St, Suite 7   
Kearney, NE 68847-5519  
Phone: 800-657-2192  
Fax: 308-234-4040  
Director:  Sharon Osenga 
Email:  sosenga@frontiernet.net 
Assistant: Delilah Gillming 
Email:  meridian@frontiernet.net 
 
Northeast Library System 
http://libraries.ne.gov/nels 
3038 33rd Avenue 
Columbus NE  68601-2334 
Phone: 800-578-1014 
Fax: 402-564-1586 
Director:  Jessica Chamberlain 
Email:  jchamberlain.nels@gmail.com 
Assistant: Shelia Cermak 
Email:  nelibrarysystem@gmail.com  

 Fostering cooperation among libraries 
across the state 

 Continuing education and 
professional development of 
librarians and trustees 

 Consulting with library members 
through onsite visits, telephone, mail 
and e-mail 

 Providing and facilitating training 
opportunities for librarians and library 
supporters 

 Promoting librarians and libraries and 
the vital service they provide to  
Nebraska citizens 

 Advocating support for Nebraska  
libraries and the citizens they serve to 
the Unicameral, local governments, 
businesses and others 

www.nlc.state.ne.us/system/index.html 
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