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Nebraska public Library Accreditation

The purpose of public library accreditation is to encourage excellent library service in Nebraska 
communities. Accreditation:

•	 establishes minimum standards for library service
•	 ensures that libraries adhere to certain standards
•	 offers libraries benchmarks
•	 offers libraries evidence that certain expenditures, services, and practices are needed and 

expected

Library Accreditation is valid for three years.  In order to apply, the library must:
•	 have submitted the annual state statistical report
•	 meet twelve minimum qualifications
•	 have an up-to-date and approved strategic plan

Accreditation and levels of accreditation are based on a system of accrued points.  For each 
guideline on the application, a library earns a number of points.  The library must earn at least 
175 points to be accredited at the lowest, Bronze level.  Accreditation at the Silver level requires 
200 points, and at the Gold level, 250 points.

After completing the accreditation process in October 2015,  The Raymond A. Whitwer 
Tilden Public Library achieved a “Gold” rating, the highest level of accreditation, valid 
until September 2018.

Our vision
Libraries are evolving into more than a place for books and research, and are being transformed into a 
viable resource for technology and the digital age.  As the needs of our community change and grow, it 
is the responsibility of the Tilden Public Library to determine, and even anticipate these needs in order 
to provide a beneficial and indispensable facility.  It is our vision to not only be a fundamental entity in 
the community, but to be the heart of the community, providing valuable information and opportunities, 
constructive and enjoyable programming & events, and a place for learning and discovery. This goal can 
only be achieved through the continuation of knowledge, exploration and an attitude of moving forward 
on the part of the library and its personnel.

Our mission statement
It is the central purpose and role of Raymond A. Whitwer Tilden Public Library to provide each 
individual with equal and adequate access to informational resources, providing valuable information 
and opportunities, constructive and enjoyable programming & events, and a place for learning and 
discovery.
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The Library Board

The Tilden Public Library Board, certified by the State of Nebraska Library Commission, is made up 
of five members of the community whom attend regular monthly meetings, governing the operation of 
the library and working for library objectives.  They are 
engaged in a diversity of interests and occupations, with an 
understanding of the communities needs and resources.

       Members of the Tilden Library Board:

       Carol Rittcher  - President
       Keith Leckron - Vice President
       Autumn Paden - Secretary 
       Kylie Eckert 
       Maggie Rutjens

Mission Statement
To solicit and receive gifts from private individuals, associations and corporations; to accept 
gifts, devises and bequests and to hold and administer the same for the use and benefit of the 
Raymond A. Whitwer Tilden Public Library.  

The Tilden Library Foundation is made up of 7 community members 
whom attend regular scheduled quarterly meetings.    As required by 
the Nebraska Library Commision, Foundation members must include 
2 Library Board members.  Aside from collecting and maintaining 
donations, gifts and endowments, the Foundation promotes, assists 
and funds programs, events and fund-raisers. 

TILDEN LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Current members of the Foundation:

 Janelle Oelsligle - President               Arlene Hofmann - Secretary           Maggie Rutjens     
 Keith Leckron - Vice President          Dave Rittscher - Treasurer              Sue Peterson               Alt member

Friends of the library

The Friends of the Library is made up of a dedicated group of 
individuals from the community who volunteer  whenever they are 
called upon to support the library, assisting with events, fundraisers 
and activities.

Anyone and everyone is invited to become a Friend of the Library
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LIBRARY PATRONS

The total number of registered Library patrons is 1,368  This number accounts for city and counties.

        City of Tilden (Antelope & Madison within City limits):      863 or  91% of the City population

                                                   Counties:     Antelope Rural        198
                                                                       Madison Rural         236                                                                   
                                                                       Boon County             25
                                                                       Pierce County            17
                                                                       Other                          21

Between Oct 1, 2014 - Sept 30, 2015 there were 57 new registered Library Patrons

LIBRARY VISITORS

 The total number of Library visitors from Oct 1, 2014 - Sept 30, 2015 was 11,901

 Adult visitors: 8,688          Juvenile visitors : 3,213

     

LIBRARY CIRCULATION 

The total number per items circulated or used by patrons from Oct 1, 2014 - Sept 30, 2015:

Adult books (Audio & Print)      4,427                   
Juvenile Books                              5,288
Magazines                                        615
Movies (DVD/ VHS)                     2,910
Equipment			        877
Other ( Puz, Misc, Ref, Res)           386
Internet Computer Usage           1,853

LIBRARY STATISTICS
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COLLECTION STATISTICS
As per the Nebraska Library Commission’s State Accreditation guidelines. 3% of the library’s collection material shall 
be weeded (removed) from the collection each year.  This is typically out-of-date, worn, or no longer in demand material.

The amount of material which was removed for fiscal year 2014 - 2015 was 750 

 Figures below represent the number of materials as of Sept 30, 2015 in the Library’s collection:

Books -Audio/ Print   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       21,229

Reference Books & Material  . . . . . . . . .      140

Vertical File (Historical information) . . . .     97

Videos including DVD and VHS  . . . . . . .      1,518

Magazines current and backstock  . . . . . .      1,716

Music CD’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      46

Puzzles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      58

Other items in the library not included in stats are:

     Various Scrap books and Photo Albums
     Microfilm of local Newspapers from 1918 - 2000
     Hard copies of local Newspapers from 2000 - current

Monetary value of our entire collection as of Sept 30, 2015: 
$417,703.71

Our library subscribes to a consortium through the Nebraska Library 
Commission known as Nebraska Overdrive, which is made up of 
participating Nebraska public libraries, allowing us to bring library 
books to our patrons through their e-reading devices.  

From Oct 1, 2014 - Sept 30, 2015:

        Number of e-books checked out:  1,201
        Number of new registered e-book patrons: 9

        Oveall number of registerd e-book patrons: 115

e-book STATISTICS



Activities, Programs & Events

It is the responsibility and pleasure of the library to bring to the community a variety of activities, 
programs and events on a regular basis.  Although the Lied Auditorium allows for the majority of 
programing, many other activities take place inside the library.  Off site and outreach programs, such 
as those given at Prairie View Assisted Living Center, help to accommodate those who are at times 
unable to attend library functions. 

Funding for programming is provided by the Tilden Library Foundation, Nebraska Arts Council and  
Humanities Nebraska along with other grant opportunities, and various private donors.
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Summer reading programs began in the 1890s as a way to encourage 
school children, particularly those in urban areas and not needed for 
farm work, to read during their summer vacation, use the library and 

develop the habit of reading. Research conducted by the National Center for Educational Statistics found that in 1994, 
95% of public libraries offered summer reading programs for children.

Themes for summer reading programs held at many public libraries nationwide may be set by the individual library 
or by the state library. Many state libraries, including the Nebraska Library Commission, use the themes set by the 
Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP), a grassroots consortium of states working together to provide summer 
reading program materials for children.

There are many benefits to children in a summer reading program including encouragement that reading become a 
lifelong habit, reluctant readers can be drawn in by the activities, reading over the summer helps children keep their 
skills up, and the program can generate interest in the library and books.  And it being 
summer, the program can just be good fun and provide an opportunity for family time.

The Summer Reading Program at the Tilden Public Library was held each morning for one 
week for ages 2 - 10. The theme for 2015 of Every Hero Has a Story enabled us to offer a 
story and presentation each day relating to our own community heroes. 

Honoring the Heroes of Our Community
June 15 - 19, 2015

Summer Reading Program 

Firefighter Day - Fire Chief 
Chris Hansen & volunteer 
fireman Brandon Black 
demonstrate the protective 
gear and equipment to the 
kids, after which fireman 
Dean Thies helps the kids 
tour the big fire truck.

Law Enforcement Day - Police Chief Bob 
Peterson talks to the kids about police work as  
the Bandito Bandit lurks in the background.

After nabbing the Bandit (played by Jacob 
Wiese) Officer Bob puts him through the 
arrest process.
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Honoring the Military - After the kids were 
greeted by Uncle Sam (played by Tony 
Dahl), Justin Clausen shares stories and 
artifacts that he 
acquired while 
overseas.

The kids learned military drills like 
saluting and standing at attention, 
then they made cards which were sent 
to the troops who are serving abroad.

EMT Desi Rutjens poses as a 
young girl who finds Teddy (a 
stuffed bear) hurt after falling 

from the tree.  Teaching 
the kids to call 911, the 
ambulance arrives (Daryl 
Simeon & LPN Shauna 
Reikofski) to assist and take 
Teddy.  Afterwards the kids 
get to tour the ambulance 
and check in on Teddy.  There 
was a lot of concern for the 
little bear!

Emt / Ambulance
          Day

After reading a story, 
“Super Librarian” Cindy 
Simeon talks with the kids 
about all the other Super 
Heroes in our community.

Another successful Summer 
Reading program ends as 
the kids enjoy hot fudge 
sundaes with a variety of 
toppings, whipped cream and a cherry, along 
with door prizes for everyone.  An average of 
80 kids a day attended this SRP.

Thanks to our Super Helpers P.J. 
Miguelino (pictured left), Tammy 
Kallhoff, Chloe Bauer,  Leah Knievel, 
Kylie Eckert, and library staff Hella, 
Gloria, Jeanne, and Jean Marie.
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Library Staff

Cindy Simeon - Library Director
Gloria Hatterman 

Hella Bauer
Jeannie Dahl

Jean Marie Shermer
Michelle Lockwood - Janitorial Services

Visit our website at:  www.tildenlibrary.org

The Raymond A. Whitwer Tilden Public Library 
has an Accreditation Designation of Gold until 2018. 


