
The Nebraska Library Commission offers a series of Basic Skills courses for librarians. These are available only
to Nebraska residents or to those who are employed by a Nebraska library. Public Library Certification requires
training in the basic skills of librarianship. This can be done in a formal educational setting, or it can be done
through these Basic Skills courses. These courses are to be done during the first three years of the certification
period. They do not need to be repeated once completed. Each course is worth two continuing education
credits.

The Basic Skills courses are free and are provided asynchronously on a rotating schedule. To complete the
Public Library Certification, librarians need to complete thirteen courses within the first three years. There are
six required courses and ten elective courses, of which librarians will choose seven:

Collection Management
The Community and The Library
Communication
Customer Service
Intellectual Freedom and the Core Values of Librarianship
Introduction to Cataloging (Organization of Materials)
Leadership
Library Finance
Library Governance
Library Policy Policies
Library Services to Children and Youth
Library Technology
Management &amp; Supervision
Programming and Outreach
Readers Advisory
Reference

Experienced librarians, too, may wish to take one or more of these courses as a refresher or to learn what new
information may be available. These courses contain lots of great information that is beneficial to everyone in
the library field, and they are reviewed and updated regularly to ensure that the information is current and
relevant.

You can find information about these courses here. You can register for courses through the NLC Training and
Events Calendar. You can find the Basic Skills yearly schedule here. You can reach me at
tammi.thiem.trls@gmail.com or 402-910-7005 – just an email, call, or text away!
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https://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/
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https://www.facebook.com/netrls/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgP00oUdWqOcjgy4s3JSUZw
https://www.pinterest.com/trlsdirector/


At the TRaiLS Office 

Shannon McDonald is the new Library Resource Center supervisor at
Central Community College-Columbus. She previously taught English for
nine years at Columbus High School in Columbus, NE, and is working on
her master's degree in education with a school librarian endorsement
through the University of Nebraska Kearney. She enjoys reading,
embroidering, and spending time with her husband, Sean, and their three
cats (Buster, Brandy, and Alley). 

Welcomes New Board Members

Hi everyone! My name is Sami Stewart, and I have been the Library
Director at Valley Public Library for 6 years. I’ve learned so much over
the years, and I love sharing that knowledge with other libraries. At
work, I love to write grants, try a good Pinterest craft, and catalog
books. At home, I spend most of my time either working on a crochet
project or planning my next Disney vacation. I can’t wait to get to
know more of our wonderful TRLS librarians! If there is any help I can
provide, or you need a listening ear from someone who understands,
please do not hesitate to reach out!

https://www.google.com/maps/search/232+N+Spruce+St+%0D%0A+Valley,+NE+68064?entry=gmail&source=g


Calendar of Events 

Cricut Magic: Crafting for Enthusiasts! 
North Bend Public Library 

16 September 2024  
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

SKILLS Meeting 
Online via Zoom 

24 September 2024 
10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Basic Skills
(* Required Class) 

Community & Library *
Registration Dates: 12 August 2024 - 6 September 2024 
Class Dates: 16 - 27 September 2024 

Management / Supervision 
Registration Dates: 9 September 2024 - 4 October 2024 
Class Dates: 14 - 25 October 2024 

Leadership 
Registration Dates: 23 September 2024 - 18 October 2024 
Class Dates: 4 - 15 November 2024 

Upcoming NCompass Live 

Board Games & Computer Science in Libraries  
Date: 4 September 2024 from 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Memory Care Initiative 
Date: 11 September 2024 from 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Pretty Sweet Tech 
Date: 25 September 2024 from 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

 

NLC Book Club Spotlight 

Book Club Spotlight: 
The Penderwicks 

by Jeanne Birdsall  

Mackenzie Marrow is the librarian in charge of book clubs at the Nebraska Library Commission and wants to share with
everyone the hidden gems in the NLC's Book Club Collection. Below is an excerpt, but to read the full details go to
Mackenzie's blog post. 

Mr. Penderwick, a mild-mannered botanist who frequently speaks in Latin to his four young daughters, has booked the clan a
summer getaway to a cozy cabin in rural Massachusetts. After getting lost, the Penderwick sisters, Rosalind (12), Skye (11), Jane
(10), and Batty (4), discover their small cottage is nestled in a grand estate named Arundel. The rambunctious children are told to
behave as the owner, the stuffy Mrs. Tifton, doesn’t take kindly to ruckus. But soon, they are out on an adventure of a lifetime-
braving bulls, hiding in the expansive gardens, and enlisting Mrs. Tifton’s son, Jeffery, in their daring escapades. 

The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy is a delight that enchants 19 years later.
It’s not a tale of growing up but of the present. The responsibilities of an elder sister, young courage, individuality, and the
unbreakable family bond. Birdsall revels in character and atmosphere, letting the sisters take her wherever they want to go next.
Perfect for a book group of young readers wanting to hold onto the last bit of summer or adults who still feel the magic of
inhibition and promise.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1egbrtecB_P1xbQvifmHq59NycthmcliH/view?usp=sharing
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=24242
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=23731
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=23731
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
https://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2024/07/30/book-club-spotlight-the-penderwicks/
https://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2024/07/30/book-club-spotlight-the-penderwicks/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/author/mmarrow/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/author/mmarrow/


Hartington Public Library’s Summer Reading
Program

by Tami Anderson 

Library News 



La Vista Public Library was proud to host Historian and Author Jeff Barnes on April 6, 2024, as he presented the
second installment in his Queen of the Prairies series. This program, titled The Queen’s Road: Nebraska’s Bumpy
Ride to Statehood, expanded on our state’s chaotic territorial years including the incident that gave birth to the
legend of “Wild Bill” Hickok, the selection of Lincoln as the capital city, and (most interesting to this librarian)
how Nebraska ended up with its present shape.

La Vista Community Explores Nebraska’s Past
by Cedate Shultz 

Valley Public Library hosted our first Humanities Nebraska
program in July! We welcomed speaker Jolene McLaughlin to
do a presentation on Bess Streeter Aldrich. The presentation
starts with an impersonation style performance with Aldrich
talking about her life, and Jolene breaks character at the end
to answer any and all questions about the author. It was so
interesting, and Jolene knows so much about Aldrich, her life,
her books, and the Bess Streeter Aldrich Museum in Elmwood.
We asked our local historical society to co-present the
program, and are looking forward to doing more programs
with them and Humanities Nebraska in the future. Huge
thanks to TRLS for the scholarship, and to Humanities
Nebraska for making programs like these affordable for small
communities!

Humanities Nebraska: Jolene McLaughlin 
by Sami Stewart 

Scholarship Experiences 

The audience’s full attention was captured by the vibrant images found in
the accompanying slide show and many were seen making notes of
historical landmarks and important names. Both informative and
entertaining, Barnes provided attendees with a lot of food for thought
and topics for future research. The presentation was followed by a robust
question and answer session before many in attendance headed South to
prepare for viewing of the impending eclipse. We look forward to hosting
another program in the future.

Funding for this program was provided by Humanities Nebraska and the
Three Rivers Library System. The La Vista Public Library thanks them both
for their support in serving our community. Humanities Nebraska
receives support from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
Nebraska State Legislature, the Nebraska Cultural Endowment, and
private donations.



https://bit.ly/TRaiLSTech


https://bit.ly/BiblioTraining


https://bit.ly/trlsScholarshipApp


https://www.cccneb.edu/lis


http://nscs.edu/NebraskaSMART


https://smokeybear.com/
https://smokeybear.com/library-reading-challenge


http://bit.ly/SuggestBookKits


https://nebraskalibraries.org/2024_NLA_Conference


http://nebraskapublicmedia.org/education

