
WPL NEWSLETTER PAGE 1

WPL
NEWSLETTER

VOL.  4  ISSUE 10 •  APRIL 2026

Official Newsletter of the Wymore
Public Library

This issue:
Welcome

PAGE 1

Library News
PAGE 2

Local News
PAGES 3-6

Local Events/Meetings
PAGES 8-14

Community Calendar
PAGE 16

Way Back When
PAGE 7

Newsletter Sponsors
PAGE 15

Welcome
BY WYMORE PUBLIC L IBRARY

Welcome to the April edition of the Wymore Public Library Newsletter! We
are happy that you are reading the newsletter! Thank you to all who
submitted! If you have anything you would like to see put in the newsletter,
we kindly request that you be willing to write up a short article and provided
a photo if you so desire. We are happy to give you credit for your article and
photo. We will put it in the newsletter at no charge to you. If you have any
feedback on the newsletter, you can contact us at (402) 645-3787, email us at
wymoreplibrary@gmail.com, or even stop in at the Library. We are open from
11:30-6 Monday-Thursday, Friday 11:30-5:30, and Saturday 11:30-2:00. Deadlines
for submissions for the May newsletter is Friday, April 24th. With all that
being said, we hope you enjoy the newsletter. Happy reading!
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For all things related to Gage County, check out the county board minutes at
https://gagecountynebraska.us/board_meetings/enhanced_minutes.aspx.

SUBMITTED BY GAGE COUNTY
Gage County Board Meetings

For up-to-date info on city business, check out the meeting minutes at https://cityofwymore.com/our-community/agendas-
minutes/

SUBMITTED BY CITY OF WYMORE
Wymore City Council Meeting Minutes

SUBMITTED BY FOWL
Friends of the Wymore Public Library (F.O.W.L) Membership
The Steering Committee of the Friends of the Wymore Library met on August 8, 1979. FOWL was organized on November 5, 1979. The
Wymore Public Library is vested in the Wymore City Council and the Board of Library Trustees. FOWL helps to maintain an association of
persons interested in books and libraries; to focus public attention on library services, facilities, and needs and to stimulate gifts of books,
magazines, desirable collections, endowments, and bequests. FOWL is a separate supporting entity from the city of Wymore. All funds
raised by the organization are spent directly on materials needed for the operation of the library. In the past, the group has bought
security cameras, carpets, storm windows, a microfilm reader, 44 reels of microfilm newspapers, paid the monthly telephone bill for the
elevator phone, helped with Spooktacular, Sam Wymore Days, Summer Reading Program, book sales, and bake sales. FOWL is researching
the purchase of a newer or new film reader/scanner as the present film reader is rather out-dated and not compatible to most of the
library computers. FOWL is a non-profit organization and meets the second Tuesday of January, April, July, and October.

Friends of the Wymore Library (FOWL) Membership Drive
FOWL is conducting their membership drive for 2026. Please renew your membership or become a member. Membership dues are as
follows:
_____ $150 Lifetime Membership
_____ $20 Supporting Membership (considered inactive) You may help support our local library and it will not interfere with your busy
schedule
_____ $10 Active Membership (includes volunteering an hour or two for events and activities)
Active members are encouraged to attend FOWL meetings as we value your input.

You may send your membership dues along with your contact information to the FOWL PayPal account
(https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/NVCMAK5FRNYE); mail to FOWL, 116 West F, Wymore, NE 68466; or drop them off at the library.

SUBMITTED BY WYMORE-BLUE SPRINGS AREA FUND
WBSAF Grant Applications
The 2026 Wymore - Blue Springs Area Fund Grant application is now available. The application is open from March 15th to
April 15th, 2026. This grant is given to deserving 501(c)3 organization in our mission of making our area a thriving place to live,
raise families, and enjoy the good life. Please contact Sam Thompson or Jared McKeever to obtain a copy of the application. A
copy can also be requested by emailing wymorebluespringsareafund1@gmail.com.

https://gagecountynebraska.us/board_meetings/enhanced_minutes.aspx
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
JoAnn Barnhill Obituary 

JoAnn U. (Graham) Barnhill, age 90 of
Barneston passed away on March 27, 2026
peacefully on the Barnhill family farm near
Barneston, NE. She was born in Oketo,
Kansas on September 7, 1935 to (Robert) Roy
Graham and Eva Mae (Taylor) Graham. JoAnn
was a 1953 graduate of Barneston High
School. On April 7, 1956 she was united in
marriage to Kenneth Barnhill. JoAnn worked
at the Good Samaritan Home, Wymore, until
her retirement. 

Left to mourn her passing are her children
Diane Yousefi, Lori Barnhill Viken, Father
Robert Barnhill, Michael Barnhill, Paul Barnhill
and special friend Lori, Dennis Barnhill,
Darryl Barnhill and special friend Deb, David
Barnhill, and Chad Barnhill and wife Amy;
foreign exchange students from Brazil
Marcio Castilho, Sergio de Ferreria, and
Ricardo Hardt,13 grandchildren, 6 great
grandchildren; sister Judy Angerer, brother-
in-law Gale Barnhill and wife Karen; brother-
in-law, Jack Volesky and wife Margie, many
nieces, nephews, cousins, and a host of
extended family and friends. She was
preceded in death by her husband Kenneth,
parents Roy and Eva Graham, brother Jim
Graham, brothers-in-law Dale Marschman,
Jim Angerer, sister-in-law Shirley Volesky, and
son-in-law, Reza Yousefi. 

Visitation will be take place on May 21, 2026
from 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM at the Laughlin-
Hoevet Funeral Home in Wymore with the
family greeting relatives and friends from
5:30-7:00 PM with a Rosary beginning at 7:00
PM. A Memorial Mass will be held at 10:30
AM on May 22nd at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Wymore with Father Robert Barnhill
and Father Loras Grell officiating. A family
prayer service will start at 10:15 AM.
Luncheon to be provided by St. Mary’s Altar
Society. Inurnment will be at the Barneston
Cemetery.
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
William Coffendaffer Obituary 

We come together to celebrate the life of
William Edward Coffendaffer, lovingly known
as Bill, born on May 5th, 1953 in San Diego,
California. Bill was a unique blend of
resilience, support, and thoughtfulness. He
moved to Wymore over 40 years ago, where
he formed a beautiful life with his wife,
Eileene (Mowry) Coffendaffer, whom he
married on June 9, 1984. An active member of
the Wymore community, Bill was a past
member and Chief of the Wymore Volunteer
Fire Department and worked in several area
manufacturing companies before working in
maintenance and groundskeeping at Park
Lodge in Wymore. He had a love for bicycling,
participating in both mountain and road
competitions and even ran his own repair
shop and store out of his garage. 

Bill was always known for his supportive
nature and his deep love for his family.
Despite health challenges, he continued to
live life with unyielding resilience, never
allowing his circumstances to define him. Bill
lived by the verse, "Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you wherever
you go" (Joshua 1:9). He carried this faith into
his service at the St. Peter's Lutheran Church
in Wymore. 

Bill is survived by his wife Eileene of Wymore;
daughter, Aleece Coffendaffer of Fort Worth,
Texas; son, Bryce and wife Jessica of Bluffdale,
Utah and their sons, Owen and Austin;
siblings, Patricia Gallagher, Deloris Holthaus,
Kenneth (Terry) Coffendaffer, Cena (Rick)
Moss; several nieces and nephews and a host
of extended family and friends. He was
preceded in death by his parents, Walter and
Mildred (Hruska) Coffendaffer. 

Funeral services for Bill were held at 10:30 AM
on Wednesday, March 4, 2026 at St. Peter's
Lutheran Church in Wymore with Pastor Greg
Stuckwisch having officiated. Burial was at
the Blue Springs Cemetery.
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
James Moore Obituary 

James Riley Moore, known to friends and
family as Jamie, left this Earth on Thursday,
February 26, 2026. Jamie was born in
Beatrice and lived the majority of his life in
Wymore. Jamie’s love of music started at an
early age, teaching himself how to play the
guitar. Playing his electric guitars became a
life-long love. Jamie went on to pursue his
love of music while majoring in Broadcast
Journalism at UNL and Northwest Missouri
State University. Jamie was stubborn and
outspoken at times. These traits served him
well as he fought cancer. He refused to give
up and surprised everyone, especially his
doctors. Jamie loved shooting his air guns,
always wishing he could attend a
competition. He loved mowing with the
John Deere, cutting wood and spending
time with his sidekick cat, Simon, who
loved to be wherever Jamie was. Jamie
never gave up hope. He seemed fearless in
the face of adversity. Jamie’s strength was a
testament to the words of Maya Angelou,
”Hope and fear cannot occupy the same
space”. 

James is survived by his mother, Verna
Moore, and his siblings; Kalynne
Breunsbach and husband Brad of Wymore,
Cindy Haden and husband Jay of Lincoln,
and Kendall Moore of Tempe, Arizona;
nieces, Alison Simonson and fiancée
Richard Wilson of Gretna, Dusty and Ben
Herink of Lincoln, Whitney and Brent
Cernik of Wahoo, and Mindy and Steve
Garcia of Chandler, Arizona; nephews, Jesse
Almery and Brittany Micari of Ceresco, and
Adam and Jasmine Neumann of Mesa,
Arizona and their families; and a host of
extended family and friends. He was
preceded in death by his father, Riley
Moore. 

A memorial service was held for James on
Friday, March 6, at 10:30am at the Wymore
Church of Christ. This was followed by a
committal service at the Wymore Cemetery.
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SUBMITTED BY JENNIFER COOK
Tharan (Terry) Lee Cook Obituary
Terry was born in Odell, Nebraska on May 21, 1943, to John and Edna Cook. He passed away February 12, 2026, in Homedale,
Idaho. Terry grew up on a Kansas farm and attended Sunnyside, a one-room schoolhouse for grades one through eight.
During his Barneston High School days, Terry participated in football, basketball, and track, graduating in 1961. He joined the
Navy after high school. While stationed in California, he met and married Pauline Schulze. They had two children.

During his 7-year military career, Terry served on the USS Blackfin, a diesel submarine, and two nuclear submarines, the USS
Robert E. Lee and the USS Benjamin Franklin. Following his military discharge, the family lived in Barneston and Stella, NE.
While living in Stella, he worked at the NE Cooper Nuclear Power Plant. Moving to Idaho in the late 1970’s, Terry worked in the
US Nuclear Energy industry until his retirement.

In his spare time, Terry enjoyed playing pool, including league competition. His favorite pastime was Trap Shooting where he
won various trophies and prizes.

Terry leaves behind his wife Pauline of 62 years, daughter Christi Hill (Greg), son Terry L. Jr. (Wendy), grandchildren Brianne Hill
and Dakota Hill, two great grandchildren, brother Bob Cook (Jennifer), sister Jean Novotny (Richard), sister-in-law Cathy Cook
and many nieces and nephews. Terry was preceded in death by his parents John and Edna Cook and brother Jim Cook.

A military graveside service was held on Tuesday, February 24, 2026, at the Idaho State Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Boise
Idaho.
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SUBMITTED BY FATHER GRELL
Ways to Pray (Number 2)
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Way Back When
SUBMITTED BY LOIS MILBURN

The Weekly Wymorean, 1884 - Several cases of horse stealing have come under our notice within the past week, and it looks very much
as though an organized band were again on the travel through the country. Last Saturday night a gentleman named Gideon Glick, living
on Mission Creek had a bay mare stolen from him. The horse was in the stable at 12 o'clock, and in the morning was gone. No trace of
the missing animal could be found, and from the fact that the halter was not broken, there was no doubt as to her having been
appropriated. The horse is described as being a bay mare, with white hind feet. The letter "O" is branded on the inside of hoof on each
front foot. Also a slight swelling on knee joint of one hind leg. The horse can be very easily identified. The owner of the horse was in
the city last evening, searching for the thief and horse, and it will not be well for anyone to be caught in possession of the horse
without being able to give a satisfactory reason. On Saturday night a team of mules hitched to a spring wagon was taken from near
Holmesville. The team had been driven to church where they were left tied to a post during service. When services were over, the
absence of mules and wagon was discovered. They were no doubt stolen, the distance from church to the stable where they belonged
was short, and they would have gone there had they been turned or broken loose.

The Weekly Wymorean, 1888 - That dressed sheep and hog that was so nicely decorated and labeled and hung in front of Mordhorst's
meat market last Tuesday, caused considerable comment and made lots of fun for the crowd that gathered around. **** The assessed
valuation of Wymore township for the present municipal year is $278,239. **** One lone drunk was up before his honor Tuesday
morning and received the usual fine and trimmings, amounting to $5.80. **** To give our readers an idea of the magnitude of the
railroad business at this place, we would state that on Wednesday, there were twenty-one trains run out of Wymore, and there are now
forty-five engines making headquarters here.

Wymore Reporter (established in 1878), 1893 - Advertisement --The only Keeley Institute in Nebraska, south of the Platte River, is in
Beatrice. Write for terms and particulars. [The preeminent anti-addition specialist of the late nineteenth century was Dr. Leslie Keely,
who promised to cure addicts {alcholics} with injections of "gold bichloride." They offered treatment to alcoholics from 1879 to 1965.] ****
Nebraska National Guard, Headquarters Battery A, Wymore, Neb.-All officers, noncommissioned officers and members of Battery
A.N.N.G,
are hereby ordered to meet at the armory in Wymore, on Saturday, April 29th, 1893, at 8 o'clock a.m., and appear in full uniform for one
day's mounted drill and instruction. No one will be excused except in case of sickness or extreme necessity. C. M. Murdock, Capt.
Comdg. Battery

The Odell Oracle, 1926 - A. M. Lueker became the sole owner of the Lueker and Duensing grocery, purchasing the interest of his
partner, R. H. Duensing, this week. Mr. Duensing will engage in farming, having rented a part of the John Wassermann farm south of
Odell. **** A little more than a month ago, the Lutheran church began conducting English services in the Methodist church Sunday
afternoons at 2:30 p.m. Since the Mission congregation is so far in its infancy, it could not secure its own pastor and the board has
asked Rev. F. W. Korbitz, resident pastor of Fairbury, to hold services every two weeks for this new Mission congregation at Odell. ****
Advertisements- Undertaking, Embalming, Motor Hearse, Goeller & Tatro Furniture Co., Phone 14, Odell, Neb. -- C. E. Rice, M. D.,
Physician & Surgeon, Eyes examined and glasses properly fitted. Office in Commercial Hotel, Phone 4, Odell, NE

Wymore Arbor State, 1936 - Saturday evening the Wymore Cardinals journeyed to Liberty to complete their scheduled 1936-1936
basketball when they met the Liberty quintet and lost 42-28. **** There has been considerable dynamiting in the Blue River at Blue
Springs and Barneston, the past few days. THe recent thaw has caused the ice to jam. The river is pretty well cleared of ice above the
dam but below the dam it is a mass of ice. In many places bridges are either weakened or taken out by the ice gorges. Many trees
along the river bottom have been torn out by the roots. East of town the river is quite high and large pieces of ice are deposited along
the banks and in the fields. Near the Barneston dam they have the worst ice jams since the dam was built. Many spectators have lined
the banks to see this spectacular sight. **** In district court Judge Messmore fined Earl (Whitey) Fulton one hundred dollars and costs
for unlawful possession of intoxicating liquor. Fulton paid and was released. The judge's action followed a change in the county
attorney's charge of second offense and merely charging unlawful possession. **** Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Kohlmeyer entertained the
pinochle club in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Max Beach who are leaving this city to operate a dairy in Seward. Tony Wixson and Mrs. Don
Harpster had high score and Mrs. Max Beach and Mrs. James Boettcher had low. The honored guests were presented with fifty baby
chicks by the club. At a late hour a delicious luncheon was served.

Blue Springs Bee, 1946 - 1,010 pounds of clothing were contributed by the Blue Springs citizens in the recent clothing drive. The drive
was under the auspices of the Blue Springs PTA and they wish to thank the many who gave so generously to make the drive a success.
According to information received, this clothing will be included in a shipment which will go directly overseas to France and Holland.
**** The R. E. Wilson Market, one of Blue Springs trade centers for twenty-three years has been closed due to the fact that Mr. Wilson has
been appointed postmaster, and will devote his entire efforts to this new position. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have made many friends here
and we are glad they will continue to be residents and boosters of the town.
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Barneston Legion Fish Fry
The Barneston Legion’s next Fish Fry is coming up on April 24th! 

The meal is drive‑thru only from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 
Plates are $12 each and include:

Fried fish
Cheesy potatoes

Baked beans
Coleslaw

Tartar sauce
Swing by, grab a delicious supper, and support the Barneston Legion!

Support & Recovery Meetings (AA & NA)
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)

Wednesdays – 3:00 PM  
Location: Church of Christ, 618 West M Street

Use the back door on the north side.
Sundays – 8:00 PM  

Location: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 420 West L Street
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)

Saturdays – 7:00 PM  
Location: Church of Christ, 618 West M Street

Use the back door on the north side.
For more info, call 402-239-8731

Thursday, April 2 -- 7:00 p.m., Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper at St. Mary, Wymore
Friday, April 3 -- 7:00 p.m., the Celebration of the Passion of the Lord at St. Mary, Odell

Saturday, April 4 -- 8:00 p.m., the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night at St. Mary, Wymore
Sunday, April 5 -- Easter Sunday Mass at 7:15 a.m. at St. Joseph, Barneston; 9:00 a.m. at St. Mary, Odell; 10:45 a.m. at St. Mary,

Wymore

SUBMITTED BY FATHER GRELL
Holy Week Schedule

Community Easter Sunrise Service, 7:00a, Sunday, April 5, at the Blue Springs Cemetery, followed by Breakfast at the Blue
Springs Methodist Church. Connie Carpenter and Jim McNeal will lead this brief service. In case of inclement weather, the

service will be in the Blue Springs Church. All are welcome!

SUBMITTED BY J IM MCNEAL
Community Easter Sunrise Service
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Community Coffee
Here is the monthly schedule for the Community Coffees. The Coffees are from 10:00am-11:00am.

April 3rd - Wymore Public Library
April 10th - Park Lodge (Sponsored by Arbor State Pharmacy)

April 17th - Wymore Church of Christ
April 24th - Park Lodge (Sponsored by Tim Hanson)

If anyone would like to host a coffee, please contact Gloria Henderson at 402-645-8058.

Chapter Chat Book Club

Wymore City Council
Meetings

Here is the monthly schedule for the City Council Meetings. The
meetings start at 7:00pm and run until adjourned.

April 1st - City Council Chambers
April 15th - City Council Chambers

Agendas are available through the City Office. 
To be put on the agenda, contact the City Office at 402-645-3377. 

Blue Springs City Council
Meetings

Kiwanis Meeting
The Southern Gage Kiwanis Club’s meeting time is generally the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Wymore Legion, 6:00 pm. The next meeting is
April 21st. We welcome anyone interested in becoming a member to join us. If you have any questions, you may contact the President, Carmen

McKeever. 

Here is the monthly schedule for the City Council Meetings. The
meetings start at 7:00pm and run until adjourned.

April 7th - City Council Chambers
April 21st - City Council Chambers

Agendas are available through the City Office. 
To be put on the agenda, contact the City Office at 402-645-3539. 

Wymore Food Pantry
The Wymore Food Pantry is open the third Monday of each month from 8:30am-10:30am. April 20th is when it is open next. If you have an

emergency, please call 402-520-4000.

Wymore Food Market
The Wymore Food Market is available to families with children ages 1-18 who attend Wymore Southern School District. The Food Market is open

on the third Wednesday of the month at Wymore Methodist Church from 3:30pm-5:30pm. For more info, please contact Rod Goes.

D&D Club meets on Friday every month except for the first Friday, from 4:30pm to 7:30pm. In April these dates fall on the 10th, 17th, & 24th.  
Dungeons and Dragons is a tabletop roleplaying game where players form adventuring parties and explore fantasy worlds. It is free to play and
helps to develop creativity and critical thinking, as well as math and social skills. New players are always welcome! Bring paper and something

to write with. Recommended for adults and teens 13+.

D&D Club

The Wymore-Blue Springs Area Fund is having their monthly meeting on April 27th at 7:00pm in the Welsh Heritage Center. The meeting will run
until adjourned. Public attendance is welcome and encouraged. To become a member, inquire at the meeting or contact Janice Cohorst at 402-239-

7859.

Wymore-Blue Springs Area Fund Meeting

Chapter Chat is an inclusive book club that welcomes literature enthusiasts over the age of 18. It fosters meaningful connections through the
shared love of reading and discussion. For April the club has selected “Astronaut Wives Club” by Lily Koppel. This book club not only encourages
lively discussions but also aims to inspire a deeper appreciation for storytelling and literary exploration. Copies are available for checkout at the

library. The next meeting is April 30th in the library at 6pm.

Calling All Young Adventurers!

Due to popular demand, we have made the Junior Adventurers Guild. We invite all young adventures to join us on April 11th & 25th from 12-2pm as
we make dice towers, talk in silly voices, and go on grand adventures!

Junior Adventurers Guild 



WPL NEWSLETTER PAGE 15

WPL Newsletter Sponsors
Wymore Public Library would like to thank our sponsors. Our sponsors help keep the newsletter free, and they are also
great places to shop in our community. If you own a business and would like to sponsor the newsletter, please feel free to
contact us by phone at 402-645-3787 or by email at wymoreplibrary@gmail.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

The Shores Family supports FOWL and the
Wymore Public Library!
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