
WPL NEWSLETTER PAGE 1

WPL
NEWSLETTER

VOL.  4  ISSUE 11  •  MAY 2026

Official Newsletter of the Wymore Public
Library

This issue:
Welcome

PAGE 1

Library News
PAGE 2

Local News
PAGES 3-9

Local Events/Meetings
PAGES 11 - 14

Community Calendar
PAGE 16

Way Back When
PAGE 10

Newsletter Sponsors
PAGE 15

Welcome
BY WYMORE PUBLIC L IBRARY

Welcome to the May edition of the Wymore Public Library Newsletter! We
are happy that you are reading the newsletter! Thank you to all who
submitted! If you have anything you would like to see put in the newsletter,
we kindly request that you be willing to write up a short article and
provided a photo if you so desire. We are happy to give you credit for your
article and photo. We will put it in the newsletter at no charge to you. If you
have any feedback on the newsletter, you can contact us at (402) 645-3787,
email us at wymoreplibrary@gmail.com, or even stop in at the Library. We
are open from 11:30-6 Monday-Thursday, Friday 11:30-5:30, and Saturday 11:30-
2:00. Deadlines for submissions for the June newsletter is Tuesday, May
26th. With all that being said, we hope you enjoy the newsletter. Happy
reading!
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For all things related to Gage County, check out the county board minutes at
https://gagecountynebraska.us/board_meetings/enhanced_minutes.aspx.

SUBMITTED BY GAGE COUNTY
Gage County Board Meetings

For up-to-date info on city business, check out the meeting minutes at https://cityofwymore.com/our-community/agendas-
minutes/

SUBMITTED BY CITY OF WYMORE
Wymore City Council Meeting Minutes

Vera and Deb Visit Blake Shelton’s Ranch
Vera and Deb traveled to Ada, Oklahoma, to visit Leeann and her family. While there, they took a trip to Tishomingo. Their
first stop was Blake Shelton’s ranch--though they could only see the front gate! Afterward, they headed ten miles into town to
visit his shop and bar. They stayed for supper and had a wonderful time.

https://gagecountynebraska.us/board_meetings/enhanced_minutes.aspx
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
Karen K. Whitehead Obituary 
Karen K. Whitehead, age 84 of Wymore
passed away on April 27, 2026 at Beatrice
Health and Rehabilitation. She was born
on June 10, 1941 in Beatrice to Dean and
Evelyn (Randall) Baker. Karen was baptized
on April 5, 1953 at the First Christian
Church in Beatrice. She graduated from
Beatrice high school on January 22, 1960.
She was married to Arthur LeRoy “Roy”
Whitehead on April 25, 1965 at the First
Christian Church in Beatrice.

Karen enjoyed having a huge garden and
crocheting, but most of all she loved
cooking. It was her life-long mission to
feed everyone that surrounded her. She
worked at the Lutheran Hospital in
Beatrice, Borger Texas Schools and the
Wymore Good Samaritan all as a cook.

Karen is survived by her children Randy
(Jackie) Baker of Wymore and Lisa
Pedersen of Estes Park, Colorado;
grandchildren, Nick and Shelby of
Nebraska, Billy, Courtney, and Sammy of
Colorado; great grandchildren, Charly and
Beckham of Nebraska;
brother, Darryl Baker of Beatrice; step-
children, Marilyn Watson, John Whitehead
and daughter-in-law, Heather Whitehead;
numerous step grandchildren and step
great grandchildren; and a host of
extended family and friends. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Arthur
“Roy” Whitehead; parents, Dean and Evelyn
Baker; brothers, Bernie (Roberta) Baker,
Hiram (Shirley) Baker, Charles Whitehead
and daughter-in-law, Barbara Whitehead,
and numerous other extended family
members.

A graveside service will be held on Friday,
May 1, 2026 at 1:00 PM at the Pleasant View
Cemetery near Pickrell with Clayton
Lundstedt officiating. A dessert reception
will follow at the Wymore Church of
Christ. Casual dress is requested. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to the family for future designation.
We encourage friends and family to leave

memories and upload photos of Karen to her memorial page at
www.ghchapel.com, as a tribute to her life and the mark she left on those who
knew her.

These services have been entrusted to the Laughlin-Hoevet Funeral Home in
Wymore.
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
Liana Powell Obituary 
Liana Tiolena Powell, age 87, passed away on
April 16, 2026. Liana was born on November
30, 1938, in Filley, to Harm and Anke (Ideus)
Ottersberg. She spent her early years on a
farm near Filley, before moving to Wymore in
1954. On August 18, 1956, Liana married the
love of her life, Roger Powell, and together
they built a life centered around family and
generosity. Liana was a resilient woman, who
dedicated her life to caring for others, both in
her personal life and professional career as a
nurse. She worked at BSDC and later at the
Wymore Good Samaritan Society as a CSM,
later transitioning to work in medical records.
She retired in 1999 due to arthritis in her
hands, but her spirit remained undiminished.

Liana found joy in gardening, reading,
working outdoors, crocheting, walking,
baking, and sewing. A member of the Red Hat
Society, she was a beloved figure in her
community. Her faith was a cornerstone of
her life. She found solace in the words of the
Bible. Liana is survived by her children,
Russell Powell, Karen (Bruce) Hudson, Michael
Powell, and Janet (Greg) Kouma; numerous
grandchildren, great grandchildren, nieces,
and nephews; brother, Eddie Ottersberg; and
a host of extended family and friends. She
was preceded in death by her parents;
husband, Roger Powell; son, Roger Powell;
infant son, Rodney; brothers, Willie
Ottersberg, Harvey Ottersberg, John
Ottersberg, and Harm Ottersberg; and sister,
Alma (Roy) Davison.

A graveside service was held on Sunday, April
19, 2026 at 2:30pm at the Wymore Cemetery
with Jon Palmquist having officiated.
Memorials may be made to the Wymore
Public Library. Please consider sharing your
memories of Liana and uploading photos to
the memorial page at www.ghchapel.com, so
we may all remember the generous and
resilient woman she was.

These services have been entrusted to the
Laughlin-Hoevet Funeral Home in Wymore.
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
Shirley Johnson Obituary 

Shirley Ann Johnson, 86, of Pawnee City,
Nebraska, passed away on April 16, 2026 at
the Beatrice Community Hospital and
Health Center. Born on October 4, 1939,
Shirley was a loving, resilient, and
compassionate woman who devoted her
life to her family and others. Her strength
and resilience were the bedrock of her
family. She was a loving but tough woman
who was always there for those in need.
Shirley married Jack R. Johnson on July 7,
1957, and their partnership was a testament
to their mutual love and respect. She was
an active member in her community,
working at Little Brown Jug and Pete's
Pharmacy in Pawnee City. Shirley enjoyed
riding horses and had a fond affection for
cats.

Shirley is survived by her son, Dan Johnson
(Jennie Zvolanek); grandsons, Jared (Kyleigh)
Johnson and Dalton Johnson (Avele Simons);
brother-in-law, Jim (Nicki) Johnson; sister-in-
law, Kay Traut; numerous nephews; and a
host of extended family and friends. She
was preceded in death by her parents,
Henry and Katherine (Bauer)Traut; daughter,
Debby Reynolds; daughter-in-law, Amanda
Johnson; sister, Darlene Foster; brother,
Duane "Sonny" Traut. 

A graveside service was held on Friday, April
24, 2026, at 2:00 pm at Pawnee City
Cemetery. We invite you to leave memories
and upload photos of Shirley to her
memorial page at www.ghchapel.com.
Memorials may be made to the family for
future designation. Shirley's life was a
testament to the power of love and
resilience, and she will be greatly missed by
all who knew her.

These services have been entrusted to the
Laughlin-Hoevet Funeral Home in Wymore.
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
Ruth Jones Obituary
Ruth Marshall was born to Virgil and Laverne
Marshall on August 5, 1939.  She was the 4th of
5 children born in "The Old House" at 11th and
F in Wymore, Nebraska.  She married John
Jones on August 28, 1959 in Wymore in the old
church building.  From their union came 3
children:  Kathy, John and Janice.  While John
pursued his engineering degree, Ruth cared for
the children.  She would never turn down an
opportunity to play cards or do a puzzle with
any of her kids or grandkids. A brief stint as a
substitute teacher followed by years of
teaching piano to young and old made up most
of her career life.  She loved her role as
minister’s wife after the trajectory of her life
with John changed and they made their way to
California to enter the vocational ministry.  She
ministered along with John in 3 different
churches in southern California.  Retirement
brought her home to Nebraska to care for her
aging parents as well as John’s.  

Her ministry continued as she cared for John
during his long battle with MS.  She and John
moved to Sioux Falls in 2015 to be close to
family.  John passed away from COVID in 2020.
Her love for the Lord and the scriptures
continued through Bible Study attendance and
being active in a vibrant widows group. She
enjoyed leading Bible study or just being the
comic relief when things got heavy. She loved
her church family and was blessed by music
that she made playing the piano.  She played
for many years at church and at nursing
homes. Her relationship to cars was notable as
she enjoyed driving Volvos. She also owned a
Corvette for a short time and her car “Klunk”
became a ministry all of its own. Her last days
were spent at the Good Samaritan Center with
care from the Avera Hopsice staff. She was
ministered to by caring friends as well, most
notably Dixie and Val. She was always sipping
on a diet Coke. She understood her need for
Jesus, dedicated her life to Him, and peacefully
met him on April 14, 2026.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her
sister, Dorothy; her brother, Virg and his wife,
Marilyn; as well as her husband, John Jones. 

Grateful for having shared her life are her children: Kathy White (Jeff) of
San Jose, CA., John Jones (Cindy) of Lincoln, NE, and Jan Shafer (Charlie) of
Sioux Falls, SD. She had 10 grandchildren: Steve White (Lindsay), Dan
White (Kelly), John Jones (Kristin), Joshua Jones (Bailey), Derek Shafer
(Taylor), Travis Shafer (Jenna), Lincoln Shafer (Emily), Tory Shafer (Mariah)
Davis Shafer and Zoe Shafer. She was blessed with 7 great grandchildren
as well: Connor, Jacob, Emma, Hudson, Jack, Luke and Henry; her
remaining siblings, Paul (Janice) Marshall of Phoenix AZ, Rich (Wilma)
Marshall of Castle Rock, CO; and brother-in-law, Bill Miller of Norfolk, NE.
 
A funeral service celebrating Ruth's life was held at 10:30 AM on Tuesday,
April 21, 2026 at the Wymore Church of Christ with Clayton Lundstedt
having officiated. Burial was at the Evergreen Home Cemetery in
Beatrice.
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
Valerie Sohl-Lenz Obituary 

Valerie Ann (Sohl) Lenz known to many as Val, was
born on November 16, 1967, in Beatrice, to Kenneth
and Mary Lynn (Vasey) Sohl. She passed away on
April 5, 2026 at the Salina Regional Health Center in
Salina, KS. She resided in McPherson, Kansas, and
dedicated her life to being a homemaker. An avid
reader, particularly of Steven King, Valerie also
enjoyed playing online computer games, going to
casinos, and was an enthusiastic fan of NASCAR,
with Dale Earnhart, Jr. as her favorite driver.
However, what mattered most to Valerie were her
grandchildren. She was a graduate of Southern High
School, class of 1986, and went on to join the job
corps. 

Valerie is survived by her partner of over 30 years,
Merwin Horner; daughter Jenny (Jade) Knackstedt;
son, Josh Lenz; grandchildren, Ollie, Lauren,
Christian, Everly, Brayden, Avery, Landen, Emery,
Verose, Benson, and Myah; sister, Angela (Donnie)
Meyer; brothers, James (Missy) Sohl, Aaron Sohl, and
Colby Sohl; stepmother, Patty Sohl; sister-in-law,
Angela (Mike) Foran; many nieces and nephews and
a host of extended family and friends. She was
preceded in death by her parents and her son,
Jonathan Lenz. 

A funeral was held at 2:00pm on Tuesday, April 14,
2026 at the Wymore Church of Christ with Clayton
Lundstedt having officiated. Burial was at the
Wymore Cemetery. A family prayer service began at
1:45pm. The body lied in state at the Laughlin-
Hoevet Funeral Home on April 13th, from 12:00pm to
8:00pm with the family greeting relatives and
friends from 6:00pm to 7:30pm and at the church
one hour prior to the funeral. Val's love of cats
inspired her memorial to be dedicated to the Cat
House in McPherson, KS or the Beatrice Humane
Society with the funeral home in charge. 

In memory of Valerie, we invite you to share your
favorite memories, upload photos of her, and view
her video tribute and service on her memorial page
at www.ghchapel.com. Your remembrances will
serve as a comfort to those who loved her, and a
celebration of a life well-lived.

These services have been entrusted to the Laughlin-
Hoevet Funeral Home in Wymore.
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SUBMITTED BY FATHER GRELL
Sources of Prayer
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Way Back When
SUBMITTED BY LOIS MILBURN

Wymore Reporter, 1886 - J. W. Haas makes the finest display of any grocery man in Wymore.****There is most excellent singing
by the choir at the Blue Ribbon meetings at the Congregational church every Sunday afternoon at 4 o'clock.****Lang Bros. of
Beatrice had over thirty cars of sheep come in from Wyoming over the B & M. They ship them to Filley and will drive them to
Holmesville, where they will feed them. Query: Why does Filley get better rates than Wymore, Beatrice, or Putnam?

The Weekly Wymorean, 1888 - The street commissioner is doing good work on Niagara Avenue (now 7th Street).****J. A. Groom,
one of the jolliest railroad boys in Wymore, left last Monday morning for Omaha.****The pay wagon passed through here
Thursday. It stopped long enough to make the boys feel happy.****Work on the engine house at the rail is processing finely.
The large smoke stack was raised Wednesday. It is expected the engine will arrive this week.

Wymore Reporter, 1895 - Miss Anna Jones, daughter of Mrs. C. F. Jones is very sick with typhoid fever. There are grave doubts of
her recovery.****The settlers on the eastern part of the reservation have received notice that payment must be made on their
land within ten days.****Woodruff & Gray of Blue Springs have moved their stock of merchandise to this city and occupy the
room just north of Laflin & Tout's drug store.****George Berlin is fitting up his barber shop in fine shape. He is having city
water put in and will soon have two bath rooms for the accommodation of his patrons.

Blue Springs Weekly Sentinel, 1903 - A neighboring editor is commenting on the habit of ladies carrying their skirts very high,
while on the streets, says it's all right, so far as he can see.--And who else but a lady paragrapher would have caught that
pun.****Advertisement: Insurance Exchange-I represent the leading insurance companies of Nebraska. If you need any
insurance call and see me. Jas. H. Casebeer, Agent**** Mr. Charles Harden proprietor of the Riverside farm just north of the
city on the east side, proposes to quit active farm work and will therefore offer bor sale at public auction his surplus stock and
farm implements.

The Odell Weekly Wave, 1906 - The Blue Springs ball team came over on Monday and didn't do a thing to our boys. The
visitors succeeded in running in two score the first inning and our balloon immediately went up remaining in mid air until
the ninth inning when, after two men were down and nothing but a cruel shut out was in sight, the lads pulled themselves
together and batted out two runs. The visitors for once had a batting streak and the locals were just right on errors and
enough is said. Score - 14 to 2 in favor of Blue Springs.****Our streets were decorated with an ornamental drunk Tuesday
evening.****Col. Scott and son, Guy, who were here Saturday with a bunch of native horses met with poor luck in trying to
dispose with them on account of their being too small for practical purposes.

The Weekly Wymorean, 1928 - Last Sunday, the team from Oketo, crossed bats on the local diamond with the Wymore Bottling
Works team and were defeated by a score of 3 to 2. Wymore tied the score in the 8th and won in the 95h, when Kirchner came
across the plate. Alves, who was on the mound for Oketo, pitched good ball, even if he did have a sore arm.****The new
branch plant of the Dole Floral Company at Wymore will be completed and ready to serve the south Gage city according to
present plans. The plant when completed will represent an outlay of $15,000 and will embody all of the latest departives of
design and appointment. Miss Helen Fauver of Blue Springs will be the local manager. The branch is centrally located in
Wymore and is one of several new businesses going into that city within the year. It is located not far from the new Nebraska
Telephone and Telegraph company building.

Wymore Arbor State, 1932 - George Huckett, who has been serving a sentence of from one to five years in the state
penitentiary for arson, was pardoned by the state board. The board's chief attention was given to the Huckett case, according
to the Lincoln Star, when he strongly declared his innocence after J. A McGuire, his counsel, has presented an imposing array
of recommendations for clemency. Mr. McGuire startled the board by calling its attention to the fact that the last time he had
appeared before the board in behalf of a man claiming to be innocent was when he represented "Doc" Lytle who was
pardoned after another man confessed robbing the Minden bank for which Lytle had been convicted. Appearing before the
board in Huckett's behalf were his wife and mother, and C. A. Lasher, Wymore fire chief. Chas. Hinds, Odell Banker, also
appeared before the board for pardon, and was given a parole.
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Support & Recovery Meetings (AA & NA)
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)

Wednesdays – 3:00 PM  
Location: Church of Christ, 618 West M Street

Use the back door on the north side.
Sundays – 8:00 PM  

Location: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 420 West L Street
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)

Saturdays – 7:00 PM  
Location: Church of Christ, 618 West M Street

Use the back door on the north side.
For more info, call 402-239-8731

The 105th Annual Wymore -Southern Alumni Banquet will be held May 23, 2026, at the Southern High School. A social
hour will begin at 5:30 p.m. You make take a walk through the halls of the high school to reminisce, see if there are any
changes, or just remember some fun times. Ricky's Cafe will cater the meal at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $16.00 per person.
NO tickets will be sold at the door. For more information and to make reservations, please contact Lois Milburn by
phone at 402-645-3528 (leave a message) or email dlmilburn@hotmail.com. 

SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
105  Annual Wymore-Southern Alumni Banquetth

Catholic Church Open House
The Catholic Church will be hosting an open house for Father Grell’s 30th anniversary on May 24th from 2-4pm. Desserts
will be served. Hope to see you there!
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Community Coffee
Here is the monthly schedule for the Community Coffees. The Coffees are from 10:00am-11:00am.

May 1st - Wymore Public Library
May 8th - Lauby Plumbing

May 15th - Park Lodge (Sponsored by Gage County Sheriff)
May 22nd - Park Lodge (Sponsored by Cottonwood Hospice)

May 29th - Wymore Head Start
If anyone would like to host a coffee, please contact Gloria Henderson at 402-645-8058.

Chapter Chat Book Club

Wymore City Council
Meetings

Here is the monthly schedule for the City Council Meetings. The
meetings start at 7:00pm and run until adjourned.

May 6th - City Council Chambers
May 20th - City Council Chambers

Agendas are available through the City Office. 
To be put on the agenda, contact the City Office at 402-645-3377. 

Blue Springs City Council
Meetings

Kiwanis Meeting
The Southern Gage Kiwanis Club’s meeting time is generally the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Wymore Legion, 6:00 pm. The next meeting is May 19th.

We welcome anyone interested in becoming a member to join us. If you have any questions, you may contact the President, Carmen McKeever. 

Here is the monthly schedule for the City Council Meetings. The
meetings start at 7:00pm and run until adjourned.

May 5th - City Council Chambers
May 19th - City Council Chambers

Agendas are available through the City Office. 
To be put on the agenda, contact the City Office at 402-645-3539. 

Wymore Food Pantry
The Wymore Food Pantry is open the third Monday of each month from 8:30am-10:30am. May 18th is when it is open next. If you have an emergency,

please call 402-520-4000.

Wymore Food Market
The Wymore Food Market is available to families with children ages 1-18 who attend Wymore Southern School District. The Food Market is open on

the third Wednesday of the month at Wymore Methodist Church from 3:30pm-5:30pm. For more info, please contact Rod Goes.

D&D Club meets on Friday every month except for the first Friday, from 4:30pm to 7:30pm. In May these dates fall on the 8th, 15th, 22nd, & 29th.
Dungeons and Dragons is a tabletop roleplaying game where players form adventuring parties and explore fantasy worlds. It is free to play and helps
to develop creativity and critical thinking, as well as math and social skills. New players are always welcome! Bring paper and something to write with.

Recommended for adults and teens 13+.

D&D Club

The Wymore-Blue Springs Area Fund is having their monthly meeting on May 25th at 7:00pm in the Welsh Heritage Center. The meeting will run until
adjourned. Public attendance is welcome and encouraged. To become a member, inquire at the meeting or contact Janice Cohorst at 402-239-7859.

Wymore-Blue Springs Area Fund Meeting

Chapter Chat is an inclusive book club that welcomes literature enthusiasts over the age of 18. It fosters meaningful connections through the shared
love of reading and discussion. For May the club has selected “Astronaut Wives Club” by Lily Koppel. This book club not only encourages lively

discussions but also aims to inspire a deeper appreciation for storytelling and literary exploration. Copies are available for checkout at the library. The
next meeting is May 28th in the library at 6pm.

Calling All Young Adventurers!

Due to popular demand, we have made the Junior Adventurers Guild. We invite all young adventures to join us on May 9th & 23rd from 12-2pm as we
make dice towers, talk in silly voices, and go on grand adventures!

Junior Adventurers Guild 



WPL NEWSLETTER PAGE 15

WPL Newsletter Sponsors
Wymore Public Library would like to thank our sponsors. Our sponsors help keep the newsletter free, and they are also
great places to shop in our community. If you own a business and would like to sponsor the newsletter, please feel free to
contact us by phone at 402-645-3787 or by email at wymoreplibrary@gmail.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

The Shores Family supports FOWL and the
Wymore Public Library!
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