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Welcome
BY WYMORE PUBLIC L IBRARY

Welcome to the July edition of the Wymore Public Library Newsletter! We
are happy that you are reading the newsletter! Thank you to all who
submitted! If you have anything you would like to see put in the newsletter,
we kindly request that you be willing to write up a short article and
provided a photo if you so desire. We are happy to give you credit for your
article and photo. We will put it in the newsletter at no charge to you. If you
have any feedback on the newsletter, you can contact us at (402) 645-3787,
email us at wymoreplibrary@gmail.com, or even stop in at the Library. We
are open from 11:30-6 Monday-Thursday, Friday 11:30-5:30, and Saturday
11:30-2:00. Deadlines for submissions for the August newsletter is Monday,
July 27th. With all that being said, we hope you enjoy the newsletter. Happy
reading!
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SUBMITTED BY WYMORE LIBRARY

FREADOM Reads: 4th of July and FREADOM Reads: 250 Years of United States
History

Celebrate the Semiquincentennial, the 250th anniversary of our nation’s founding, with these FREADOM Reads! The Wymore
Public Library will closed for the 4th of July, but you can still celebrate with us by reading books from our FREADOM Reads
displays!

These displays can be found on the main floor next to the front desk and upstairs next to our Birthday Books display.
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
Donald Smith Obituary 
Donald Ray "Don" Smith, of Wymore, passed away on June 27, 2026, at the age of 93. He was born on March 15, 1933, in
Hubbard, Ohio, to Elmer and Olive (Pritchard) Smith. Don served his country in the United States Navy for 8 years. He was
then a member of the Anderson Post #25 American Legion, Wymore for 50 years. He worked as an over-the-road truck driver
for different companies until retirement from Beatrice Motor Freight. He had a love for building and flying remote control
planes. On February 15, 1975, he married Judith (Flickinger) Oblinger.

Don is survived by his son, Donald Smith, Jr. of Youngstown, Ohio; stepsons: Jim (Kaye) Oblinger of Beatrice, Mike (Mary)
Oblinger of Beatrice, and Terry Oblinger of Wymore; several grandchildren, step-grandchildren, and great grandchildren;
Sister-in-law, Barb Smith of Wymore; and a host of extended family and friends.

Don is preceded in death by his wife, Judy; children: Jeffrey Smith, Jim Smith, and Patricia Haggerty; brother, Russell Smith; and
sister, Alice Williams.

A Celebration of Life service will be held for Donald on Thursday, July 2, 2026, at 10:00 am at Laughlin-Hoevet Funeral Home in
Wymore. Burial will follow at the Wymore Cemetery with military honors rendered by the United States Navy and the
Anderson Post #25 American Legion, Wymore. There will be no viewing as cremation has taken place. A register book will be
available for guests to sign at the funeral home on Wednesday from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to the Cottonwood Hospice Charitable Foundation with the funeral home in charge.
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
Della Mae (Poland) Kropp Obituary 
It is with profound sadness that we announce the
passing of Della Mae (Poland) Kropp, who left us on June
22, 2026. Born on June 7, 1932, in Abilene, KS, Della was a
loving and supportive soul who touched many lives
with her warmth and kindness. She was also a Polio
survivor. Her family and friends will forever remember
her for her unwavering love and devotion. She
graduated high school at CollegeView in Lincoln in 1949.
Della met George Kropp at a Lincoln Roller Skating Rink,
and they were married on June 18, 1950. George and
Della purchased Wymore Bowling Lanes in November of
1958 ,from his uncle Jack Kropp, and closed the family
business in 1991. 

She was a dedicated bookkeeper, who worked for many
area businesses including Marshall Produce Inc. and
Virg Marshall III, Inc., retiring in 1999. Beyond her
professional life, Della was an active participant in her
community. She was a member of the Wymore United
Methodist Church and United Methodist Women. She
was a member of the Anderson Post #25 Legion
Auxiliary in Wymore and Eagles Auxiliary Beatrice Aerie
#531, and served with the Wymore Women's Bowling
Association. She was an accomplished bowler, winning
several awards for high series and high games. Her
hobbies were as varied as they were fulfilling: from
genealogy to planning road trips and traveling,
attending her kids and grandkids' sports and activities,
to going to races, flower gardening, and reading.

Della is survived by her children, Gary Kropp of
Oklahoma City, Cynthia Husa (Don Baehr) of Blue
Springs, Dennis Kropp of Wymore, and Karen (Keith)
Maguire of Wymore; grandchildren, James Kropp,
Jonathan (Tori) Kropp, April Thomsen, Branson Husa, Erin
Husa, Jill Klahn, Trevor (Jill) Kropp, Erin Maguire, Kyra
Maguire, and Kale Maguire, great grandchildren, Cooper
and Madeline Kropp, Hazel Mae Kropp, Brandon Keylon
and Vennessa Thomsen, Hailey Lauenstein, Hayven,
Cayden, and Baylee Kropp, and Jayden Maguire; sister-
in-law, Carrol Kropp; several nieces and nephews and a
host of extended family and friends. She was preceded
in death by her parents, Leslie Ray Poland and Louisa
Edna (Caulk) Poland; husband, George (2017); daughter,
Janet Kropp; siblings, Wayne Poland and wife, Letha, Ward
Poland, Ross Poland, Oleatha Gaston Sutter and husband,
Vern; Nancy Bird and husband, Clyde "Rusty", and Phyllis
Evans and husband, Dean; brother-in-law, Everett "Ike"
Gaston; parents-in-law, David Kropp, Jr. and Anna Kropp;
brothers-in-law, Robert Kropp and Harvey (Nancy) Kropp; 

and sisters-in-law, Jeanette (Sheldon) Kochel and Marilyn
(Milford) Oltman.

A Celebration of Life Service will be held at 11:00 AM on
August 8, 2026 at the Laughlin-Hoevet Funeral Home in
Wymore. Private family burial will take place at the Wymore
Cemetery. There will be no public viewing or visitation. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the
Wymore-Blue Springs Area Fund or Cottonwood Hospice
Charitable Foundation with the funeral home in charge. 
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHLIN-HOEVET FUNERAL HOME
Douglas Klahn Obituary
Douglas John Klahn, known affectionately as Doug,
was born on September 22, 1961, in Beatrice,
Nebraska. His zest for life, adventurous spirit, and
unwavering dedication to his family and
community will be fondly remembered by all who
knew him. Doug married Melinda Rains in 1984,
and two children were born to this union, Betsy
and Colby. They later divorced. He and Tina
(Hastings) Stark were married on April 20, 1996.
Doug was a rock, a reliable presence in the lives of
his family, friends, and colleagues. His loving
nature and warm smile were enough to brighten
any room. He personified the words of Helen
Keller, "The best and most beautiful things in the
world cannot be seen or even touched - they
must be felt with the heart."

Doug was a proud graduate of Southern High
School (1979) in Wymore and Central Community
College (1981). He channeled his skills into a
successful 30-year career as an automotive
salesman for Carriage Motors and at Premier
Chevrolet, a job he loved and excelled in. He was
a dedicated member of the Beatrice Jaycees and
the Christ Church Episcopal Foundation Board, his
service in these organizations demonstrating his
commitment to his community. Doug also found
joy in the simpler things - the swing of a golf club,
the thrill of travel, and the infectious laughter of
his beloved grandchildren.

Doug is survived by his loving wife of thirty years,
Tina Klahn; his cherished children, Betsy (Dan)
Olson of Minden, Colby (Taylor) Klahn of Minden;
step children Kate (Jueneman) Stark of Wymore,
Abby (Salvador Schmidt) Stark of Beatrice, and
Shane (Kassie Bendorf) Stark of Omaha; by his
beloved grandchildren Jayten & Brooklynn Moyer,
Benjamin, Coraline and Lenyx Jueneman, Elliott
and Stevie Schmidt, Bracehn Messman, Easton
Klahn, Xzavier & Chloee Faz, Charlotte, Max and
Riley Olson. He also leaves behind his sisters,
Sherilyn (Tob) Fritzen of Diller and Trish Klahn of
Papillion; and brother in law Joe Novotny. He was
preceded in death by his parents, Vernon Klahn
and Doris (Klahn) Koch; his step-father Dale Koch;
his sister Sue Novotny; brother in law Richard
"Bake" Baker; and his in-laws, Tom and Jo Hastings.
His memory will live on in the hearts of those he
loved and in the community he served

so faithfully.

Public visitation was on Monday, June 22, 2026 from 1-8:00 PM at the
Griffiths-Hovendick Chapel with the family having greeted friends
from 6:00-7:30 PM. A Family Prayer Service was held on Tuesday, June
23, 2026, at 10:45 AM at Christ Church Episcopal, followed by the
Funeral Service at 11:00 AM.
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SUBMITTED BY FATHER GRELL
Guides for Prayer
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Way Back When
SUBMITTED BY LOIS MILBURN

Blue Springs Weekly Sentinel, 1892 - R. S. Jeffryes, physician and surgeon advertised that calls are answered promptly, night or
day. Office was one block west of M. E. church. **** T. R. Hall, M.D., physician and surgeon, advertised that calls were attended
at all hours. Dr. Hall's office was upstairs of the Blue Springs Bank building. **** City Council minutes stated that a petition of
George W. Poffenbarger for a saloon license in First ward signed by 30 freeholders was read. Also a remonstrance to said
petition was read. The mayor set the time for hearing the remonstrance at next regular meeting.

Weekly Wymorean, 1892 - In the matter of the application of Geo. W. Poffenbarger for a license to sell liquor in Blue Springs,
coming up in the District court on an appeal from the city council, Judge Bush refused to grant the application and Blue
Springs will continue to buy its beer in Wymore. ****E. N. Kauffman's horse broke loose from in front of his residence Monday
afternoon, and dashed downtown, overturning the buggy and doing considerable damage. **** John A Paul, a farmer living
west of Blue Springs, was killed by a horse Tuesday. The horses got to fighting in the barn and Mr. Paul went in to separate
them and was kicked on the leg and on the back of the head. He remained insensible until evening, when he died. **** A
number of the young ladies of Wymore have embraced horse-back riding as a new field of pleasure and recreation. The
horses seem to stand it all right, but it is pretty hard on the girls.

The Odell Oracle, 1920 - Louis C. Lueker advertised that the Odell Cafe carries a full line of confectionery, cigars and tobacco
in stock at all times. The Odell Cafe just received a fresh supply of Woodwards hand dipped chocolates, fancy box candy and
bars of all kinds. Ice cream sundaes, sodas and phosphates are the specialty. Short orders, home-baked pies, and fresh bread
every day. **** The Beza Mercantile Co.'s store was burglarized last Thursday night, the thief, or thieves, gaining admission
through a rear window. The window was left open for ventilation and the night visitor cut the screen off and made a sociable
call, helping himself to a new pair of shoes, taking his choice of the splendid stock of shoes carried by this firm. The cash
register had been tampered with, but the thief was undoubtly an amaateur as he did not know just how to operate a cash
register. There was about fifteen dollars in the register that night, but the money is usually all taken out and the cash drawer
left open. It is thought the job was done by local talent.

The Weekly Wymorean, 1920 - Notice to Lot Owners-Notice is hereby given to all lot owners in the Welsh cemetery, that a
meeting will be held on Friday evening, July 9th, at 8 o'clock for the purpose of forming a Cemetery Association, and to
transact any other business in the interest of the cemetery. Everyone interested please come. **** The brick walls of the old
opera house, corner of 6th Avenue and Edison streets, have been torn down. This building was one of the first to be built in
Wymore, and was owned by Richard Livsey, an Englishman, who died many years ago. The contract for the construction of the
building was in the hands of Judge E. E. Ellis of Beatrice, who did the carpenter work. **** Wymore celebrated the Fourth of
July, Sunday afternoon, with a fine program in Furnas park. The program was opened by a number of selections by the band,
after which Adam McMullen of Beatrice, gave a talk and then introduced Gov. McKelvie, who spoke on law and order. The
community chorus sang a number of selections. About twenty-five little girls gave a drill directed by Miss Orcelia Perry and
Miss Rose Brehm, which was very fine.

Wymore Weekly Arbor State, 1950 - The Marshall Produce was the victim of a robbery last Friday night by someone who it
appears knew their way about the place. An undisclosed amount of cash was taken from the desk in Mr. Marshall's private
office. Nothing appeared to have been disturbed in the front office and the petty cash from the pop cooler was left sitting on
Merle Graves' desk unmolested. In the container was a $10 bill and other small change. Mr. Marshall has offered $100 reward
for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the person or persons involved in the robbery. **** Mr. and Mrs. Al
Zager and family returned home last Saturday from a week's vacation which was spent in Yuma, Colo., visiting relatives and
enroute home they were guests of relatives in Marion and Woodbine, Kansas. **** Guys get to talking and one thing leads to
another. The other day Bowman Blaker made4 the statement that the best ball players drove Fords. Arlis Lancaster overheard
the remark, and being a Chevrolet man, immediately contested the statement. Put on the spot, Bowman couldn't do much but
issue a challenge to see who were the best ball players. Now it looks like if each can organize a team, The Fords and the
Chevies will play a game of softball and have promised to give the proceeds to some worthy cause. It has been suggested the
proceeds (if any) be turned over to the Curtain Fund at the school house. So now you Ford and Chevy drivers can align
yourselves with these two guys who talk a good game of ball and we'll see who was talking when he should have been
listening.
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Support & Recovery Meetings (AA & NA)
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)

Wednesdays – 3:00 PM  
Location: Church of Christ, 618 West M Street

Use the back door on the north side.
Sundays – 8:00 PM  

Location: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 420 West L Street
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)

Saturdays – 7:00 PM  
Location: Church of Christ, 618 West M Street

Use the back door on the north side.
For more info, call 402-239-8731
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Community Coffee
Here is the monthly schedule for the Community Coffees. The Coffees are from 10:00am-11:00am.

July 3rd - No Coffee
July 10th - Wymore Public Library
July 17th - Wymore Country Club

July 24th - Park Lodge (Sponsored by Speidel Monuments)
July 31st - Wymore Country Club (Sponsored by WBSAF)

If anyone would like to host a coffee, please contact Gloria Henderson at 402-645-8058.

Chapter Chat Book Club

Wymore City Council
Meetings

Here is the monthly schedule for the City Council Meetings. The
meetings start at 7:00pm and run until adjourned.

July 1st - City Council Chambers
July 15th - City Council Chambers

Agendas are available through the City Office. 
To be put on the agenda, contact the City Office at 402-645-3377. 

Blue Springs City Council
Meetings

Kiwanis Meeting
The Southern Gage Kiwanis Club’s meeting time is generally the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Wymore Legion, 6:00 pm. The next meeting is July

21st. We welcome anyone interested in becoming a member to join us. If you have any questions, you may contact the President, Carmen
McKeever. 

Here is the monthly schedule for the City Council Meetings. The
meetings start at 7:00pm and run until adjourned.

July 7th - City Council Chambers
July 21st - City Council Chambers

Agendas are available through the City Office. 
To be put on the agenda, contact the City Office at 402-645-3539. 

Wymore Food Pantry
The Wymore Food Pantry is open the third Monday of each month from 8:30am-10:30am. July 20th is when it is open next. If you have an

emergency, please call 402-520-4000.

Wymore Food Market
The Wymore Food Market is available to families with children ages 1-18 who attend Wymore Southern School District. The Food Market is open

on the third Wednesday of the month at Wymore Methodist Church from 3:30pm-5:30pm. For more info, please contact Rod Goes.

D&D Club meets on Friday every month except for the first Friday, from 4:30pm to 7:30pm. In July these dates fall on the 10th, 17th, 24th, & 31st.
Dungeons and Dragons is a tabletop roleplaying game where players form adventuring parties and explore fantasy worlds. It is free to play and
helps to develop creativity and critical thinking, as well as math and social skills. New players are always welcome! Bring paper and something

to write with. Recommended for adults and teens 13+.

D&D Club

The Wymore-Blue Springs Area Fund is having their monthly meeting on July 27th at 7:00pm in the Welsh Heritage Center. The meeting will run
until adjourned. Public attendance is welcome and encouraged. To become a member, inquire at the meeting or contact Janice Cohorst at 402-239-

7859.

Wymore-Blue Springs Area Fund Meeting

Chapter Chat is an inclusive book club that welcomes literature enthusiasts over the age of 18. It fosters meaningful connections through the
shared love of reading and discussion. For July the club has selected “Before I Go to Sleep” by S.J. Watson. This book club not only encourages

lively discussions but also aims to inspire a deeper appreciation for storytelling and literary exploration. Copies are available for checkout at the
library. The next meeting is July 30th in the library at 6pm.

Junior Adventurers Guild is taking a break for this summer. Enjoy your summer and have lots of fun! We will see you back in August.

Junior Adventurers Guild 
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WPL Newsletter Sponsors
Wymore Public Library would like to thank our sponsors. Our sponsors help keep the newsletter free, and they are also
great places to shop in our community. If you own a business and would like to sponsor the newsletter, please feel free to
contact us by phone at 402-645-3787 or by email at wymoreplibrary@gmail.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

The Shores Family supports FOWL and the
Wymore Public Library!
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Sun Mon Fri SatTue ThuWed
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

Wymore City
Council Meeting

(Page 14)

Wymore City Council
Meeting
(Page 14)

Blue Springs City
Council Meeting

(Page 14)

Blue Springs City
Council Meeting

(Page 14)

Food Pantry
(Page 14)

Wymore Food Market
(Page 14)

WBSAF Meeting
(Page 14)

Kiwanis Meeting
(Page 14)

Chapter Chat
(Page 14)

29 30

Community Coffee
(Page 14)

D&D Club
(Page 14)

Summer Reading
(Page 2)

Community Coffee
(Page 14)

D&D Club
(Page 14)

Summer Reading
(Page 2)

31

Community Coffee
(Page 14)

Summer Reading
(Page 2)

(Library Closed) (Library Closed)

Community Coffee
(Page 14)

D&D Club
(Page 14)

Summer Reading
(Page 2)

Blood Drive 
(Page 13)

Circus
(Pages 11 & 12)

Barneston Days
(Page 10)

Barneston Days
(Page 10)

Barneston Days
(Page 10)
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