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LEGISLATION

ÅPratt-Smoot Act of 1931

Åhttps://www.loc.gov/nls/about/organization/laws-regulations/governing-legislation-act-

march-3-1931/  

ÅChafee Amendment (1996)

Åhttps://www.loc.gov/nls/about/organization/laws-regulations/copyright-law-

amendment-1996-pl-104-

197/#:~:text=The%20amendment%20allows%20authorized%20entities,use%20by%20

print%2Ddisabled%20persons. 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE (NLS)

ÅIs a division of the Library of Congress (LOC)

ÅFree program

ÅCollection includes:

ÅBooks in both audio and braille

ÅMusic scores in braille and large-print

ÅSpecially designed playback equipment

ÅDigital Talking Book Machine & Braille E-Reader



TALKING BOOK AND BRAILLE SERVICE (TBBS)

ÅNebraskaõs NLS network library

ÅProvides for free:

ÅAudio books and magazines on cartridge; audio books and magazines via BARD

ÅBraille books; braille books and magazines via BARD; musical scores

ÅDigital Talking Book Machines (DTBM)

ÅMust meet NLS requirements to qualify for service



HISTORY OF TECHNOLOGY

ÅSpecialized Formats:

ÅTalking Books started on 33 1/3 RPM records, which became 8 1/3 RPM to get more 

audio on each record and to be a proprietary òprotectedó format

ÅCassette format: 4-track, 1 7/8 IPS (half-speed), 88 minutes per side, became another 

specialized format that could hold almost six hours per cassette

ÅDigital Talking Book: a set of audio files and navigation files, encrypted for copyright 

protection, and limited in size only by storage capacity



NLS RECORD PLAYER

Pictured: A-77 machine (1977).



NLS C-1 CASSETTE PLAYER
FIRST DEVELOPED IN 1981.



RECORDING PROCESS
ÅRoughly 25 volunteer narrators

ÅThey donate 1.5-2 hours/week

ÅWe record about 25 unique magazines

ÅMagazines are of local and regional 

interest

ÅMagazines feature multiple narrators/issue

ÅBooks take more time

ÅOne voice/book

ÅBooks go through an extra review process

ÅAfter recording:

ÅReview & Fixes (books only)

ÅAssembly

ÅPost-production

ÅMarkup

ÅEncryption

ÅDuplication



CIRCULATION MODELS

PHYSICAL MATERIALS

ÅAnalog or Digital materials stored 

on physical media

ÅStored on shelves

ÅCirculated to patrons, inspected and 

re-shelved

BOOKS AS DIGITAL FILES

ÅCan be circulated through traditional 

means

ÅAdditional methods become possible; 

can respond to evolving technology

ÅConsideration of distribution 

approaches for the future



DISTRIBUTION APPROACHES: DTB CARTRIDGES

ÅDigital Talking Books were initially made to circulate on specially-shape flash 

memory òcartridgesó

ÅEach cartridge held one book or magazine, with labels identifying its òstableó 
contents

ÅBetter sound, better storage capacity, enhanced navigational ease and depth

ÅTwo models of Digital Talking Book players available to patrons, Standard 

and Advanced





DISTRIBUTION APPROACHES: BARD 

ÅBARD is a National Library Service download website: òBraille and Audio 
Reading Downloadó

ÅBooks and magazines produced by NLS can be downloaded to a computer, 

unzipped, copied to a blank DTB cartridge, and used on a Standard or 

Advanced player

ÅòBookshelfó feature added to DTB player software to accommodate storing 

multiple books/magazines on a single cartridge



BARD DOWNLOAD WEBSITE



DISTRIBUTION APPROACHES: MOBILE APPS

ÅBARD apps are available for iOS and droid devices

ÅBorrowers can find and download their books to play directly on these 

devices, using their BARD login and password

ÅFor those who have their own mobile devices or gadgets like the Kindle Fire or 

iPads, these allow for using the service without needing to lug multiple 

machines around



BARD MOBILE APP



WHAT IS DUPLICATION ON DEMAND?

ÅDuplication on Demand essentially functions as a modified version of the DTB 

cartridge distribution model, but incorporates some of the advantages of the 

downloadable models as well.

ÅCartridges are still delivered to patrons mostly via mail or local pickup

ÅCartridges still play on the Standard and Advanced players provided to 

patrons, but can support multiple books/mags on cartridge

ÅIntegrated with our WebREADS circulation software to improve our own ability 

to select and deliver books


