
2021 -Noon Book Club Selections 

January 25th,  Montana 1948. Written by Larry Watson.                       

Fiction-1.   (NLC-8/HMPL-3—Nov. 23rd to Febr. 1, 2021)-“From the sum-

mer of my twelfth year I carry a series of images more vivid and lasting than any others of my        

boyhood and indelible beyond all attempts the years make to erase or fade them… “ So begins 

David Hayden’s story of what  happened in Montana in 1948. The events of that cataclysmic summer                 

permanently alter twelve-year-old  David’s understanding of his family: his father, a small-town sheriff; his 

remarkably strong mother; David’s uncle Frank, a war hero and respected doctor; and the Haydens’ Sioux 

housekeeper, Marie Little Soldier, whose revelations turn the family’s life upside down as she relates how 

Frank has been molesting his female Indian patients. As their story unravels around David, he learns that truth is not what one 

believes it to be, that power is abused, and that sometimes one has to choose between family loyalty and justice.  

Rating: ___  Thoughts: 

February 22nd, The Splendid and the Vile.  Written by Erik Larson.                   
Non-Fiction-1.  (HMPL-10 Purchase+1.)  On Winston Churchill’s first day as prime minister, 

Adolf Hitler invaded Holland and Belgium. Poland and Czechoslovakia had already fallen, and the Dunkirk 
evacuation was just two weeks away. For the next twelve months, Hitler would wage a relentless bombing 
campaign, killing 45,000 Britons. It was up to Churchill to hold his country together and persuade President 
Franklin Roosevelt that Britain was a worthy ally—and willing to fight to the end. 
 
In The Splendid and the Vile, Erik Larson shows, in cinematic detail, how Churchill taught the British people 
“the art of being fearless.” It is a story of political brinkmanship, but it’s also an intimate domestic drama, set 
against the backdrop of Churchill’s prime-ministerial country home, Chequers; his wartime retreat, Ditchley, 
where he and his entourage go when the moon is brightest and the bombing threat is highest; and of course 

10 Downing Street in London. Drawing on diaries, original archival documents, and once-secret intelligence reports—some                    
released only recently—Larson provides a new lens on London’s darkest year through the day-to-day experience of Churchill and 
his family: his wife, Clementine; their youngest daughter, Mary, who chafes against her parents’ wartime protectiveness; their son, 
Randolph, and his beautiful, unhappy wife, Pamela; Pamela’s illicit lover, a dashing American emissary; and the advisers in               
Churchill’s “Secret Circle,” to whom he turns in the hardest moments. 
  
The Splendid and the Vile takes readers out of today’s political dysfunction and back to a time of true leadership, when, in the face 
of unrelenting horror, Churchill’s eloquence, courage, and perseverance bound a country, and a family, together.                               
Rating: ___  Thoughts: 

March 29th, Where the Crawdads Sing.  Written by Delia Owens.                   

Fiction-2. (Holdrege Public Library-11 copies, 1 audiobook, HMPL-1.)  

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING PHENOMENON 

More than 7 million copies sold worldwide 

A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick 

A Business Insider Defining Book of the Decade  

"I can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese Witherspoon 

"Painfully beautiful."--The New York Times Book Review 

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. 

So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. 

But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding 

friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men 

from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the unthinkable happens. 

 

Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising 

tale of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we once were, and that we are all subject to 

the beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps.   Rating: ___  Thoughts: 



April 26th,  Into the Wild.  Written by Jon Krakauer.  Non-Fiction-2. (NLC-17/

HMPL-1, March 23-May 3)  

"Terrifying... Eloquent... A heart-rending drama of human yearning." --New York Times 

 

In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness 

north of Mt. McKinley. He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his posses-

sions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, his decomposed 

body was found by a moose hunter.  How Christopher Johnson McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild. 

Jon Krakauer constructs a clarifying prism through which he reassembles the disquieting facts of McCandless's short life. Admitting 

an interst that borders on obsession, he searches for the clues to the dries and desires that propelled McCandless. Digging deeply, 

he takes an inherently compelling mystery and unravels the larger riddles it holds: the profound pull of the American wilderness 

on our imagination; the allure of high-risk activities to young men of a certain cast of mind; the complex, charged bond between 

fathers and sons. 

When McCandless's innocent mistakes turn out to be irreversible and fatal, he becomes the stuff of tabloid headlines and is           

dismissed for his naiveté, pretensions, and hubris. He is said to have had a death wish but wanting to die is a very different thing 

from being compelled to look over the edge. Krakauer brings McCandless's uncompromising pilgrimage out of the shadows, and 

the peril, adversity, and renunciation sought by this enigmatic young man are illuminated with a rare understanding--and not an 

ounce of sentimentality. Mesmerizing, heartbreaking, Into the Wild is a tour de force. The power and luminosity of Jon Krakauer's 

stoytelling blaze through every page. Read the New York Times bestseller that has taken the world by storm! 

 Rating: ___  Thoughts: 

 

May 24th , Prodigal Summer.  Written by Barbara Kingsolver.  Fiction-3.  

(NLC-15/ 1 CD, HMPL-1, April 15th-June 4th)  

Barbara Kingsolver's fifth novel is a hymn to wildness that celebrates the prodigal spirit of human nature, 

and of nature itself. It weaves together three stories of human love within a larger tapestry of lives amid 

the mountains and farms of southern Appalachia. Over the course of one humid summer, this novel's            

intriguing protagonists face disparate predicaments but find connections to one another and to the flora 

and fauna with which they necessarily share a place.  

Rating: ___  Thoughts: 

   

June 28th,  Four Blue Stars in the Window. Written by Barbara Eymann 

Mohrman.   Non-Fiction/Nebraska-3.  (Central Library System-10, HMPL–1) 
Fifty years ago, a young girl opened a cardboard box in her basement. Long forgotten, it contained her              

father’s World War II uniform, vintage photos, semaphore flags, and other WWII keepsakes. The box 

opened up a world of pain and joy to author Barbara Eymann Mohrman as she set out on a personal                

journey to trace her family history and inadvertently, unspoken Eymann family secrets. This is the story of 

hard-scrabble life in rural Oakdale, Nebraska (population 851) starting in the heyday of the 1920s. Chriss 

Eymann, a newly arrived Swiss immigrant and his wife, Hattie Mae, raised ten children on the Dust                         

Bowl-ravaged plains during the 1930s in the depths of the Great Depression. But their greatest sacrifice was yet to come—when 

they sent four young sons off to war in the South Pacific and Europe. The mother’s flag with its four blue stars proudly displayed 

the family’s precious contribution to the war effort. The story traces in detail and vintage photos from 1930 to 1947 the anguish, 

danger, and their everlasting hope with some surprising family news that brings the story full circle.   

Rating:___  Thoughts: 



July  26th,  The Penderwicks:  A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, 

and a Very Interesting Boy.  Written by Jeanne Birdsall.  Fiction-4.  (NLC-10, 

HMPL-1, June 21-August 2) 

This  series of modern classics about the charming Penderwick family from National Book Award winner 

and New York Times bestseller Jeanne Birdsall is perfect for fans of Noel Streatfeild and Edward Eager. Over 

one million copies sold, now with a bright new look! 

 

This summer the Penderwick sisters have a wonderful surprise: a holiday on the grounds of a beautiful estate 

called Arundel. Soon they are busy discovering the summertime magic of Arundel’s sprawling gardens, treasure-filled attic, tame 

rabbits, and the cook who makes the best gingerbread in Massachusetts. But the best discovery of all is Jeffrey Tifton, son of             

Arundel’s owner, who quickly proves to be the perfect companion for their adventures. 

 

The icy-hearted Mrs. Tifton is not as pleased with the Penderwicks as Jeffrey is, though, and warns the new friends to stay out of 

trouble. Which, of course, they will—won’t they? One thing’s for sure: it will be a summer the Penderwicks will never forget. 

 

Deliciously nostalgic and quaintly witty, this is a story as breezy and carefree as a summer day.  

Rating:___  Thoughts: 

 

August 30th, Mennonite in a Little Black Dress:  A Memoir of Going Home.  
Written by Rhoda Janzen. Non-Fiction-4.  (NLC-9, HPML-1, July 19-September 10) 
"It is rare that I literally laugh out loud while I'm reading, but Janzen's voice―singular, deadpan, sharp-witted 
and honest―slayed me." ―Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love 

Not long after Rhoda Janzen turned forty, her world turned upside down. It was bad enough that her husband of 
fifteen years left her for Bob, a guy he met on Gay.com, but that same week a car accident left her injured. Needing 
a place to rest and pick up the pieces of her life, Rhoda packed her bags, crossed the country, and returned to her 
quirky Mennonite family's home, where she was welcomed back with open arms and offbeat advice. (Rhoda's good

-natured               mother suggested she get over her heartbreak by dating her first cousin―he owned a tractor, see.) 

Written with wry humor and huge personality―and tackling faith, love, family, and aging―Mennonite in a Little Black Dress is an 

immensely moving memoir of healing, certain to touch anyone who has ever had to look homeward in order to move ahead. 

Rating:___  Thoughts: 

September 27th, The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry.  Written by Gabrielle Zevin.  
Fiction-5. (Wayne Public Library-15, HPML-1.) 

“Funny, tender, and moving, The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry reminds us all exactly why we read and why we 
love.”* 

A. J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. He lives alone, his bookstore is experiencing the worst 

sales in its history, and now his prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. But when a 

mysterious package appears at the bookstore, its unexpected arrival gives Fikry the chance to make his life over

--and see everything anew. 

Rating:___  Thoughts: 

 

 

 

 



October 25th, The Autobiography of Malcolm X.  As told to Alex Haley.                

Non-Fiction-5. (NLC-15  HMPL-1, September 20-November 1.)  

 (Bring your wrapped book for the November club!) 

 ONE OF TIME’S TEN MOST IMPORTANT NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

 

In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally published in 1964, Malcolm X, the Muslim leader, 

firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells the extraordinary story of his life and the growth of the Black Muslim 

movement. His fascinating perspective on the lies and limitations of the American Dream, and the inherent racism in a society that 

denies its nonwhite citizens the opportunity to dream, gives extraordinary insight into the most urgent issues of our own time. The 

Autobiography of Malcolm X stands as the definitive statement of a movement and a man whose work was never completed but 

whose message is timeless. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand America.  

Rating:___  Thoughts: 

 

November 29th, Blind Date with a Book. Wrap up a copy of your favorite book to share 

with one of the other Book Club members.  Bring it to the October Book Club meeting and we will discuss 

your “blind date” in November. 

 

Rating:___  Thoughts: 
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